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Western  gospel’s  many  faces 
mingle  with  voodoo  in  Haiti 


By  Marty  Croll 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  (BP)  —  more  than  a  few  miles  from  a  C^hris-  God-given  purpose,  or  iibility  to 
Jesus  (Tirist  has  made  it  to  Haiti,  tian  church.  In  many  back-country  change  that  a  Christian  discovers 
Church  bell  towers  rise  from  villag^.  communities,  the  mission  congrega-  within  himself.  “The  (traditional) 
Haitians  say  “if  (jod  wills”  as  easily  tion  is  the  hottest  business  going.  Mis-  Haitian’s  religious  approach  is  look- 
as  Americans  say  “how  do  you  do.”  sions"  mean  money  and  jobs.  ing  for  spiritual  power  to  give  him 

The  people  even  have  painted  nearly  Churches  that  have  preached  security  and  protection  to  help  him  go 
all  of  their  multicolored  pickup-truck  specific  doctrines  and  then  supplied  through  the  hardship  of  life,”  says 
buses  with  phrases  like  ‘The  Living  their  membership  with  a  new  stand-  Roger  Desir,  a  Haitian  Episcopal 
God”  and  “Jesus  of  Nazareth.”  ard  of  living  have  caused  some  Hai-  priest  who  attended  Baptist  Sunday 

'*  But  most  of  these  seven  million  peo-  tians  to  view  Christian  ministers  like  Schools  while  growing  up  in  Port-au- 
ple  know  only  as  much  about  Jesus  as  they  have  voodoo  priests  —  as  a  chan-  Prince  in  the  1930s  and  ’40s. 
others  have  told  them.  Only  20  percent  nel  to  get  their  physical  needs  met,  “It  is  not  redemption  he  seeks, 
can  read.  And  until  recently  no  one  says  ifancox.  The  majority  of  the  peo-  Rather,  he  says,  ‘Here  is  an  outlet,’  and 
had  translated  the  Bible  into  the  com-  pie’s  ancestors  practiced  Haitian  he’ll  plug  into  the  outlet  to  get  the 
mon  people’s  language.  voodoo,  which  blends  African  spirit  power,”  explains  Desir.  At  one  point 

Is  Jesus  a  man  who  hangs  limp  on  worship  with  Catholic  saint  idolatry,  when  Desir  battled  with  personal  [xt>- 
crucifixes  in  their  C^atholic  churches?  The  Baptist  Convention  of  Haiti  takes  blems,  Christian  friends  warned  him 
A  god  whose  magic  expands  the  a  firm  stance  against  practicing  to  proceed  with  caution  because 
power  of  voodoo?  Someone  who  told  voodoo.  But  voodoo  has  left  its  mark  maybe  someone  was  giving  him  the 
followers  to  give  things  to  those  who  on  the  Haitian  mindset.  evil  eye. 

obey  certain  rules?  Much  like  the  role  of  superstition  in  Such  confusion  has  crippled  many 

A  Southern  Baptist  missionary  and  the  United  States,  voodoo  sometimes  Christians’  efforts  to  break  cleanly 
an  Episcopal  priest  say  he  is  some  of  forms  a  backdrop  for  Haitian  life.  As  from  voodoo,  and  a  Western  gospel 
all  three  to  many  Haitians.  They  pockets  of  Americans  find  security  in  polluted  with  cultiual  requirements 
blame  this  confusion  about  who  Jesus  blaming  misfortune  on  FYiday  the  has  failed  to  stress  the  power  of  Jesus 
really  is  on  the  narrow  and  often  13th,  black  cats  or  walking  under  lad-  to  fully  transform  lives,  Desir  claims, 
culturally  influenced  interpretations  ders,  a  traditional  Haitian  may  blame  Since  1970  Desir  has  been  working 
of  the  gospel  by  missionaries  and  the  power  of  spirits  over  his  own  will  with  others  to  translate  the  Bible  in¬ 
preachers  from  many  American  for  his  pitiful  circumstances.  to  basic  Creole. , 

denominations.  Voodoo  ignores  the  inborn  gifts,  Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  FMB. 

Not  all  Americans  vdth  connections 
to  Haiti  feel  so  strongly.  But  Jack 
Hancox,  sent  seven  years  ago  by 
Southern  Baptists  to  open  their  work 
in  Haiti,  has  a  simple  analysis:  “We’ve 
taken  all  the  polarity  of  religion  in 
America,  with  its  239  million  people, 
and  forced  it  onto  this  little  country  of 
seven  million.” 

As  a  consultant  to  the  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  Haiti,  Hancox  has  supervis¬ 
ed  a  number  of  development  projects 
in  which  American  volunteers  have 
helped  provide  pure  water  and 
agricultural,  nutritional,  and  educa¬ 
tional  programs.  The  convention, 
largest  of  five  such  mission-related 
Baptist  groups  in  the  country,  is  made 
up  of  some  90  churches  and  more  than 
560  missions  and  preaching  points 
that  grew  out  of  work  by  the 
American  Baptist  denomination, 
which  started  work  in  Haiti  in  1923. 

Traveling  throughout  the  country, 

Hancox  has  seen  how  various  regions 
reflect  the  flavor  of  the  many 
denominations  whose  missionaries 
taught  their  faith  there  and  offered 
their  financial  support.  Cellars,  ties, 
and  hats  the  people  wear  or  don’t 
wear,  social  structure,  methods  of 
hygiene  or  the  lack  of  hygiene  —  these 
are  signs  of  various  teachings  of  the 
Christian  groups. 

Only  the  most  isolated  Haitians  live 


Happiness  in  Bangladesh 

Baby  goats  enjoy  their  morning  meal  at  James  Young's  miniature  (arm,  Magura, 
Bangladesh.  The  mother  has  been  eating  leaves  from  the  ipiMpil  limbs  behind  her. 
(Young  is  a  missionary  from  Mississippi.)  See  story  on  page  7.— Photo  by  Anne 
McWilliams.  •• 


news^  America 


(BP)— It’s  good  news,  Ammca:  “God  loves  you.” 

ThatVthe  message  Southern  Baptists  are  trying  to  communicate  to 
the  ot^  nijjhoD  Uiis  spring  through  a  mass  media  campaign  using  radio 
tetaidaion,  newspapes,  billboards,  and  local  church  revivals. 

“Goad  News  America,  God  Loves  You”  is  the  theme  of  a  series  of 
stmidtaaeew  revivals  in  an  estimated  30,000  Southern  Baptist  churches, 
nKXt  scheduled  (luring  the  period  from  Mardh  16-April  27.  Each  church, 
however,  is  scheduling  its  own  meetings,  sedates  may  vary  throughout 
tbpaatiA 

‘HMi  U  Ae  biggest  simultaneous  revival  effort  ever  planned  by  any 
reBgkwsyoup  in  the  United  States,”  said  William  G.  ’Ibnner,  president 
of  the  Setfbem  Baptist  Home  Mbsion  Board,  which  is  coordinating  the 
natiiXFwkle  eHort. 

Hebert  L.  Hamblin,  the  board's  vice  president  for  evangelism,  and  a 
farnierifiiidfinppl  pastoMidd  beand  other  evangelism  leaclers  are  pray¬ 
ing  at  iMBt  one^lf  millioa  Americans  will  become  Christians  as  a 
roott. 

**GoodJtowBAaeriea-"  is  the  most  thorou^^y  planned,  organiaed,  and 
I  ms  (liiatiMl  m  aiHiisfb  i  ffiii  I  liwillii  i  ii  BapH;^haveconducted,add- 
ed  Itteba^d  Itesb,  dhaotw  ofttsmsss  rvingrliim  department  o^Ble 


hire  portions  have  been  distributed. 

Ibm  McEachin,  associate  director  of  the  board’s  mass  evangelism 
department,  predicted  before  the  revivals’  end  almost  every  person  in 
America  will  have  beard  the  “Good  News  America”  ads  on  raite  or  seen 
them  on  television,  on  billboards,  church  banners,  or  in  newspapers. 

One-fourth-page  ads  will  appear,  for  example,  in  USA  ’May's  nation¬ 
wide  editions  (m  April  9,  15,  and  24,  and  th^  already  have  been  publish¬ 
ed  on  March  7  and  24. 

ffor  the  first  time,  CJBS-TV  has  given  ai^proval  for  a  Scaithem  BapUst- 
prsduoed  publ|gservicepHI0V|ioement  tsffing  viewers  there  is  good  news 
and  that  God  loves  them,  iMdipifFIschin.  He  estimated  the  value  of  the 
public  serace  announcements  on  CBS  to  be  the  ecpii valent  of  $300,000 
to  $600,000  in  paid  time  for  each  spot  broadcast 

Three  televisfon  and  four  radio  qpots  were  produced  and  distributed 
by  Jolly  Cwapiunicatidns,  a  pubHc  relatioos  fiiin  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  bead¬ 
ed  by  Alan  G.  JoUy,  a  Sdkrtbsra  Baptist  layman. 

EUich  spot  concludes  byi^big  “Good  news  America:  God  loves  you. 
MorethanMa^kinSoutbemBaptigtslnviteyouto  wjiy  theshariant 
Itfs  in  ChrisL”  «r  eonseddagpidmilar. 


Alraadr.  baarid,  niora  than  9  millioei  Serin- 
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Growing  Irresistible  Force 


Gambling  is  still  with  us 


Additionally,  it  would  have  been 
well  if  Charles  Capps  had  checked  the 
facts  a  little  more  closely  before  con¬ 
necting  Baptists  to  the  fact  that 
Mississippi  College  began  from  a  lot¬ 
tery.  The  lottery  was  held  by  the  city 
of  Clinton,  as  noted,  along  about  1823. 
Baptists  took  over  the  school  along  in 
the  1850’s.  Legislators  complain  about 
the  fact  that  many  people  who  contact 
them  do  not  know  all  of  the'facts.  It 
seems  that  the  reverse  is  true  also.  > 
By  the  time  this  is  read,  the  lottery 
and  pari-mutuel  issues  may  be  settl¬ 
ed.  Deadlines  demanded  that  this  be 
written  in  advance,  however;  and  the 
issues  are  too  important  to  ignore. 
Besides,  the  gambling  issue  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  rear  its  monstrous  head.  We 
need  to  let  our  legislators  know  that 
we  don’t  want  it  under  any 
circumstances. 


As  this  is  being  written,  both  the  lot-  are  dangerous  regardless  of  what  we 
tery  issue  and  pari-mutuel  gambling  do  or  have  or  have  not  done  about 
are  very  much  alive  in  the  poverty.  Two  pieces  on  this  page 
Legislature.  Both  are  supposed  to  speak  to  that  issue, 
have  died,  but  various  parliamentary  One  is  by  Bill  Alexander  of 
tricks  and  emotional  rhetoric  have  Cleveland,  who  retired  just  before  this 
managed  to  keep  them  alive  as  op-  session  as  president  pro  tempore  of 
position  has^  waned.  They  are  tied  in  the  Senate.  The  other  is  by  Cecil 
with  the  effort  to  extend  the  session  Roberson,  who  is  a  retired  missionary 
and  Gov^  Bill  Allain’s  determination  to  Nigeria  and  who  now  lives  in 
that  there  be  a  budget  cut  and  no  tax  Meridian. 

increase.  Supporters  of  gambling  are  While  Baptists  may  not  be  doing 
claiming  there  is  no  other  avenue  of  much  about  the  poor  of  the  state,  the 
needed  revenue.  state  doesn’t  need  to  be  taking  money 

The  House  is  going  along  with  away  from  them  to  keep  from  having 
Allain  lthasvoted  to^tend^eses-  ‘o  '""ease  taxes  for  the  more 

sion,  and  that  will  give  an  opportuni-  ^  •  .u  u  u  i 

ty  for  the  gamblini  bills  to  te  pass-  ^nd  .t  is  the  poor  who  w^d  play 

i.  The  Senate  is  trying  to  gel  the 

legislative  session  ended  at  the  ^  ,  ,  _ ,,  - 

reiular  time,  which  would  almost  ^  ^lators  need  to  hear  from  us 

ne?essitateataxincrease.perhapsto  about  these  matters. 

be  passed  in  a  special  session,  ac-  a ocf  rtnini nn 

cording  to  some  observers.  ► 


Don’t  need  a  lottery  Good  News,  America 


Two  representatives,  Charles  Capps 
of  Cleveland  and  Charles  Williams  of 
Senatobia  have  criticized  Baptists 
severely  for  opposing  gambling, 
which  they  claim  would  offer  a  source 
of  revenue.  Williams  plaimed  that 
Baptists  are  doing  very  little  if 
anything  to  relieve  poverty  in  the 
state  And  Capps  noted  that  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  started  from  a  lottery. 

They  are  probably  correct  on  all 
counts.  We  do  ojipose  gambling.  And 
there  doesn’t  seem  to  be  much  that  we 
have  done  about  poverty.  Mississippi 
College  did  start  with  a  lottery  by  the 
city  of  Clinton,  biit  that  was  years 
before  Baptists  took  it  over. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  gambling  bills 


By  Bill  Alexander 
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Twenty-one  states  now  have  lot¬ 
teries.  The  closest  states  to  Mississip¬ 
pi  with  lotteries  are  Missouri  and 
West  Virginia.  No  southern  state  has 
a  lottery.  In  17  of  these  21  states.  Scien¬ 
tific  Games,  Inc.,  handles  the  lottery. 
Scientific  Games,  Inc.,  is  a  subsidiary 
of  Bally  Manufacturing,  Inc.,  an  inter¬ 
national  casino  operator,  with  casino.. 
around  the  world.  One  of  them  is  call¬ 
ed  Bally  Park  Place  Casino  in  Atlan¬ 
tic  City.  Bally  is  the  leading  manufac¬ 
turer  of  slot  machines  and  gambling 
paraphernalia. 

Scientific  Games,  Inc.,  or  Bally, 
spent  $1.08  million  in  putting  the  lot¬ 
tery  across  in  California  and  spent 
$200,000  in  putting  it  across  in  Arizona. 
'Their  first  contract  in  Arizona  to 
operate  the  lottery  was  $5  million. 
They  have  said  that  if  they  could  get 
the  contract  to  run  the  lottery  in 
Mississippi  they  would  offer  to 
guarantee  the  state  $50  million  a  year 
for  five  years.  This  is  getting  close  to 
being  illegal,  if  in  fact  it  is  not  illegal ; 
and  it  proves  that  Scientific  Games 
would  make  too  much  money  out  of 
the  lottery. 

'Ihere  are  a  good  many  reasors  why 


the  state  should  not  go  into  the  lottery 
business; 

1.  The  government’s  job  is  to  protect 
people.  The  constitution  says  that  the 
government  shall  provide  for  the  onn- 
mon  defense  and  promote  the  general 
welfare.  The  federal  government  pro¬ 
tects  people  with  the  armed  forces 
and  the  FBI.  State  government  pro¬ 
tects  people  with  the  Highway  Patrol 
and  (^g  enforcement.  'The  city  and 
the  county  protect  people  with  pmlice 
protection  and  Hre  prot^tion.  liie  lot¬ 
tery  does  not  protect  people.  It  ex¬ 
ploits  people.  It  preys  on  the 
weaknesses  of  people. 

2.  A  lottery  is  an  inequitable  tax. 
The  lottery  is  paid  by  poor  people  and 
by  people  in  the  low  income  bracket. 
CoqxMations  do  not  buy  lottery  tickets 
and  businesses  don’t  buy  lottery 
tickets.  Only  poor  people  buy  lottery 
tickets.  The  lottery  preys  upon  the 
dreams  of  the  poorest  people. 

I  saw  Rep.  Leslie  King  of 
Washington  County  on  the  television 
about  a  year  ago.  He  said  that  he  had 
been  for  a  lottery  until  he  went  to  a 
northern  state  and  watched  the  people 


Good  News  America,  God  Loves 
You  simultaneous  revivals  begin  Sun¬ 
day  in  South  Mississippi.  Evangelistic 
crusades  will  be  held  all  across  the 
southern  part  of  the  state  during  next 
week.  Revivals  for  the  northern  part 
of  the  state  begin  on  April  20. 

These  are  days  that  demand  the 
best  of  all  of  us.  We  cannot  afford  to 
approach  these  simultaneous  revivals 
with  less  than  an  all-out  effort.  We 
have  been  planning  for  them  for 
years,  and  so  we  should  be  ready  to 
offer  our  best.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
baptism  rate  has  not  been  as  heaithly 
in  the  past  few  years  as  it  should  have 
been.  We  must  give  our  best  in  order 
that  souls  outside  the  Kingdom  will  be 


led  to  faith  in  Christ  during  the  days 
of  these  revivals. 

The  good  news  for  Mississippi  and 
all  of  the  rest  of  the  country  is  that 
God  loves  us,  his  own;  and  he  also 
loves  those  who  have  not  as  yet 
planted  their  faith  in  him.  So  the  good 
news  for  those  who  have  not  placed 
their  faith  in  God  through  Christ  is 
that  God  loves  them.  Their  hope  is 
that  those  of  us  who  have  already 
taken  that  step  of  faith  would  be 
gracious  enough  to  show  them  the 
way  also. 

"The  days  of  Good  News  America, 
God  Loves  You  are  upon  us.  Let  us  not 
let  them  get  past  without  making 
them  count  in  a  harvest  of  souls. 


stand  in  line  and  spend  their  whole 
paycheck  buying  lottery  tickets,  hop¬ 
ing  in  vain  that  they  would  win. 

3.  They  say  the  sales  tax  is  a 
regressive  tax,  but  nearly  all  of  this 
money  comes  back  in  circulation.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  lottery  is  not  only 
regressive,  but  it  is  inefficient.  The 
winners  get  from  38  to  40  percent  of 
the  total  dollars.  Scientific  Games  will 
get  anywhere  from  15  to  30  percent  of 
the  total  dollars,  and  only  38  to  40  per¬ 


cent  of  the  money  will  go  into  the  state 
treasury  as  taxes.  Compare  this  to  the 
sales  tax  or  the  income  tax  where  at 
least  97  or  96  percent  of  this  tax  goes 
into  the  treasury,  and  you  see  how  in¬ 
efficient  this  tax  is.  Further,  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  money  goes  to  winners  and 
to  Scientific  Games  and  is  taken  out 
of  circulation. 

4.  Lottery  will  hurt  business.  They 
say  that  there  will  be  about  $180 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Guest  opinion  .  .  .  ' 

A  Citizen  who  doesn’t  want  a  state 

By  Cecil  Roberson 

The  proposal  of  one  Robert  Mote,  B  of  the  Clarion  Ledger,  Jackson,  as  they  must,  for  the  present,  be 
president  of  Scientific  Games,  Inc.  of  Mississippi,  of  March  19,  1986,  the  deemed  hypothetical.  But  let  me 
Atlanta  relative  to  the  establishment  following  figures  represent  what  carry  you  on  a  little  journey  in  fan- 
of  a  government  lottery  in  Mississip-  might  be  expected  of  such  an  tasy.  After  25  years  of  regular 
pi  strikes  me  as  an  offer  of  a  bribe  Mr.  arrangement;  sul^ription  to  the  lottery  out  of  your 

Mote  promises  to  guarantee  in  writing  Estimated  total  annual  revenue  on  family  budget  you  take  leave  of  your 

for  a  period  of  five  years  $50,000,000  lottery . $155,000,000  disappointed,  embittered,  im- 

annual  income  to  the  Mississippi  state  E^stimated  revenue  to  state,  annual-  poverished  colleagues  in  covetousness 
treasury  from  the  proceeds  of  the  pro-  ly  (Based  on  32*^  percent  of  —and  win! 'Through  these  years  jiou 

posed  lottery.  'Hiis  period  would  b^in  total) . $50,375,000  have  dreamed  of  this  day.  You  were 

upon  the  completion  of  a  contract  be-  Prize  to  winner  ( My  estimate,  Mr.  promised  $1,000,000  if  you  won.  You  ex¬ 
tween  Mr.  Mote’s  corporation  and  a  McIntosh  did  not  propose  such  a  tend  your  greedy  little  hands  and  with 

state  lottery  commission  yet  to  be  figure) . $1,000,000  visions  of  grandeur  obscuring  the  real 

appointed.  'lb  Scientific  Games,  Inc.,  world,  accept  a  check  from  the  state 

With  the  assistance  of  a  story  by  Mr.  annually . $103,625,000  lottery  commission.  But  when  your 

Shawn  McIntosh  on  page  one.  Section  Do  what)^  wiU  with  the^,;  figures,  excited  imagination  settles  down  you 


lottery 


realize  that  it  is  drawn  for  only  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  $1,000,000,— say,  $50,000,  since 
we  are  dealing  in  hypi^hetical  figures. 
And  you  are  promised  this  amount 
each  year  to  come— world  without 
end,  until  the  total  is  realized— and 
has  been  spent. 

One  million  dollars  less  $50,000 
leaves  $950,000  of  your  expected 
prize— which  someone  is  keeping  for 
you,  on  which  you  evidently  will  not 
receive  interest.  The  advantage  of 
having  the  total  amount  of  the  prize 
in  a  lump  sum  will  never  be  yours. 
Whatever  you  had  dreamed  of  doing 
(Cmtinued  on  page  11) 


Pickering  to  subcommittee 


Reconciliation  requires  | 


humility,  chairman  says ; 


Eddy  Nicholson,  "America’s  Rocking  Chair  Philosopher,"  speaks  at  the  banquet, 
during  Men's  Conference. 


By  Dan  Martin 


Lay  people  are  ministers,’ 


ROANOKE,  Va.  (BP)  -  “Recon¬ 
ciliation  requires  honesty,  humility 
and  hope,”  Southern  Baptist  Ckmven- 
tion  Peace  Committee  (Chairman 
Cliarles  Puller  said  in  a  pre-Easter 
statement. 

Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Roanoke,  Va. ,  made  his  comments  in 
the  wake  of  reports  some  elements  of 
the  SBC  are  “misusing”  a  Diversity 
Statement  adopted  by  the  22-member 
convention-mandat^  group  during 
its  February  meeting.  - 

The  Diversity  Statement  discusses 
“significant  theological  diversity” 
present  in  the  six  soninaries  which  is 
“reflective  of  the  theological  diversity 
within  our  wido*  constituency.”  It  goes 
on  to  specify  four  areas  of  diversity : 
the  historicity  of  Adam  and  Eve,  the 
historicity  of  “every  event”  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  the  authorship  of  books  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  and  the  miracles. 

Ilien,  it  goes  on  to  note  the  Peace 
Committee  “is  working  earnestly  to 
find  ways  to  build  bridges  between 
those  holding  divergent  views  so  that 
we  may  all  legitimately  co-exist  and 
work  together  in  harmony  to  ac¬ 
complish  our  conunon  mission.” 

Following  the  release  of  the  state¬ 


ment,  reports  circulated  some  per¬ 
sons  were  using  the  statement  as 
“proof”  of  the  alleged  liberalism 
within  the  SBC  seminaries,  which 
have  been  at  the  center  of  a  seven- 
year  battle  within  the  14.4-nrHllion- 
member  denomination. 

Others  have  expressed  fear  the 
statement  is  a  “smoking  gun”  hand¬ 
ed  to  more  conservative  elements  in 
the  denomination  and  will  be  used  to 
“kill  off”  more  moderate  Baptists, 
particularly  those  who  are  employed 
by  the  denomination. 

In  his  statement.  Fuller  said:  “If 
Southern  Baptists  are  going  to  be 
reconciled  and  be  useful  to  the  Lord, 
we  must  learn  to  handle  our  delibera¬ 
tions  with  care.  The  statement  recent¬ 
ly  adopted  by  the  Peace  Committee 
serves  as  a  glaring  example. 

“The  statement  is  an  honest  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  two  things  —  to  illustrate 
the  reality  of  our  theological  diversi¬ 
ty  and  to  assert  our  conviction  that  it 
remains  possible  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  do  missions  together  and  that 
we  should  seek  necessary  ways  to  do 
so. 

“Reconciliation  requires  honesty, 
humility,  and  hope.  If  someone’s  in¬ 


terest  is  to  see  us  reconciled,  he  or  she 
will  handle  every  ingredient  of  that 
reconciliation  with  respect  and 
responsibility.” 

Fuller  also  told  Baptist  Press  he 
has  appointed  subcommittees  to  deal 
with  political  matters  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  negative  designation  of 
Cooperative  Program  funds,  two 
items  which  will  occupy  much  of  the 
agenda  of  the  next  Peace  (Committee 
meeting,  scheduled  April  3-4,  at  the 
Dallas/Fort  Worth  Airport. 

“Our  agenda  for  the  next  meeting 
will  devote  Thursday  afternoon,  first 
to  hearing  reports  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  resulting  from  the  updated 
response  and  the  input  provided  by 
agency  leaders  and  seminary 
presidents  in  conjunction  with  our 
committee  visits,”  Fuller  said.  “Time 
will  be  provided  Thursday  night  for 
subcommittee  work  and  we  need  to 
devote  Friday  to  discussion  of 
politically-related  issues  in  the 
denomination.” 

After  the  committee  adopted  the 
Diversity  Statement  in  February, 
Fuller  said  the  attention  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  shift  off  theological  issues 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Love 


ATLANTA  (BP)-!‘Love  never  fails,” 
a  Scripture  reference  from  I  Corin¬ 
thians  13:8,  will  be  the  them6  of  the 
1986  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  scheduled  June 
10-12  in  the  (Georgia  World  Congress 
Center  in  Atlanta. 


never 

By  Dan  Martin 

“Our  hope  is  that  love  will  be  the 
prevailing  atmosphere  of  our  conven¬ 
tion,”  said  Fred  Wolfe,  chairman  of 
the  1986  SBC  Order  of  Business  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  responsible  for  plan¬ 
ning  the  meeting. 

“We  do  have  honest  differences.” 


fails 


99 


Baptists  give  aid  to 
hungry  in  Mississippi 

Home  Mission  Board  hunger  funds  distributed  in  Mississippi  during 
1985  totaled  $13,300,  given  to  892  families  and  22  individuals,  reports 
Richard  Alford,  consultant.  Cooperative  Missions  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Besides  this,  local  churches  or  associations  outside  the  Hinds-Madison 
area  gave  $7,460  for  aid  to  the  hungry.  Hinds-Madison  churches  gave 
$4,526,  distributed  through  the  Hinds  Baptist  Center,  where  a  seven-day 
supply  of  food  was  given  to  each  of  2,526  individuals. 

Alford  said  there  are  800,000  eligible  for  food  stamps  in  the  state,  and 
that  300,000  are  looking  for  jobs,  when  only  around  40,000  jobs  are 
available. 

Since  January  of  1966,  Home  Board  hunger  funds  have  been  distributed 
to  the  needy  in  five  associations  of  the  state,  he  reported.  These  are  Pike, 
Gulf  Coast,  Lauderdale,  North  Delta,  and  Jones. 


said  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Ck>ttage  Hill 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.  “But  with  the 
convention  theme  we  are  saying  we 
can  walk  together  in  love.” 

TTie  1986  meeting— similar  to  the 
1985  convention  in  Dallas— faces  the 
possibility  of  a  record  number  of 
messengers,  logistical  problems  and 
the  likelihood  of  controversy. 

Wolfe  said  the  six-member  Order  of 
Business  Ckxnmittee  “is  committed  to 
assisting  the  president  and  the 
messengers  to  have  as  easy  a  time  as 
possible.  We  want  the  messengers  to 
be  able  to  express  themselves  and  to 
feel  they  have  had  an  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate.” 

Wolfe  estimate  there  will  be  more 
than  90,(X)0  messengers  at  the  conven¬ 
tion,  topping  the  record  45,519 
register^  in  Dallas.  Prior  to  Dallas, 
the  record  was  set  in  1978  in  Atlanta, 
when  22,872  persons  registered. 

The  chairman  noted  the  Georgia 
World  Congress  Onter— a  sprawling 
facility  in  downtown  Atlanta— is  ade¬ 
quate  to  handle  us,  but  moving  50,0(X) 
((Continued  on  page  4) 


By  Rosa  Lee  H.  Jones 

“Lay  people  are  ministers,”  Bill 
Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson,  told  more  than  350  men 
gathered  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Men’s  Conference.  Causey  was  host 
^  pastor  and  one  of  several  speakers  at 
the  annual  meeeting  which  centered 
around  the  theme  of  “Giving  Men.” 

Causey  reviewed  Findley  Edge’s 
book  'The  Doctrine  of  the  Laity  for  the 
group.  He  said  the  book  says  in  the  Old 
ibstament,  God  charged  Abraham,  a 
lay  person,  and  his  heirs  to  be 
“ministers  on  mission.”  But  they 
thought  they  were  favored  rather  than 
“on  mission.”  Ckxl  had  to  decide  if  they 
could  be  redeemed.  Or  was  a  new 
Israel  necessary? 

“As  the  new  Israel,  we  need  to  see 
that  if  we  do  not  carry  out  the  mission 
we  will  forfeit  the  opportunity  (God 
has  given  us),”  Causey  said.  He  add¬ 
ed  that  it  is  “not  just  the  leader,  the 
clergy,  but  all  the  people  of  God.”  He 
said  Eklge  puts  forth  a  “strong  doc¬ 
trine  for  lay  people  (to  be  seen)  as 
ministers.” 

Causey  said  the  book  teaches  that 
the  obligation  of  the  people  of  God  is 
to  do  in  the  world  what  Christ  would 
do  if  he  were  still  here,  that  there 
needs  to  be  a  balance  between  devo¬ 
tion  to  Christ  and  social  action,  or  car¬ 
rying  out  (Christ’s  work. 

The  charge  to  the  pastor  is  the  need 
to  focus  on  equipping  the  lay  person. 
Edge  points  out  that  many  times 
pastors  tell  lay  people  what  to  do  but 
do  not  tell  them  how.  Causey  conclud¬ 
ed  by  saying  God  has  given  gifts  to  all 
and  didn’t  plan  for  them  not  to  be  us¬ 
ed ...  lay  people  need  to  identify  their 
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Byron  Cutror,  minister  of  music.  Firsl^ 
Greenville,  provides  music. 


Earl  Kelly  addresses  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Men’s  Conference. 

gifts  and  prepare  themselves  for 
service. 

Edge’s  book  is  being  recommended 
for  studying  for  churches  in  the  April 
doctrine  study. 

In  a  missions  message,  Earl  Kelly, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  remind 
ed  the  gathered  group  of  the  total 
loyalty  of  the  character  Friday  to 
Robinson  Crusoe.  He  said  only  two 
forces  pull  at  men  for  loyalty ;  mam¬ 
mon  and  Jesus  Christ.  He  said  it  is 
necessary  to  be  aware  when  loyalty 
lies  and  to  make  a  decisions  and  ac¬ 
tions  in  light  of  that  loyalty. 

The  conference  included  smaller 
groups  meeting  together  in  areas  of 
interest  and  saw  the  forming  of  a  new 
fellowship  group.  The  group,  which  is 
headed  by  its  newly  elected  president. 
Ron  Kirkland,  focuses  on  the  educator 
in  missions.  Kirkland  is  dean  at 
Clarke  College. 

In  announcing  the  formation  of  the 
new  fellowship,  Kirkland  pointed  to 
the  large  number  of  Baptists  who  are 
involved  in  education  around  the  state 
He  said  he  believes  this  fellowship  has 
something  special  to  offer  missions 
due  to  the  wide  variety  of  areas  of  in¬ 
terest  and  skills  educators  have.  He 
pointed  out  that  educators  can  bring 
expertise  to  missions  in  traditional 
fields  such  as  reading  and  language, 
but  also  in  vocational  education  such 
as  auto  repair. 

The  Education  Fellowship  joins 
fellowships  in  Agriculture.  Church 
Renewal,  Ham  Radio,  and  Retirees. 
Other  morning  meetings  included: 
Brotherhood  Overview,  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps,  Volunteers  on  Mission  and 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


and  ^ 
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^  Principals  involved  in  the  new  senior  adult  musical,  “Meet  and  Eat  (There  IS 
Something  More),"  stand  in  a  receiving  line  at  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  where  the 
musical  was  premiered.  Horace  Kerr,  supervisor  of  the  senior  adult  ministry  for  the 
Suhday  School  &oard,  was  the  featured  speaker  for  the  occasion.  He  is  at  far  right. 
At  left  is  Ann  Colbert  of  Forest,  who  teamed  with  Irene  Martin  of  Harperville,  second 
from  right,  to  write  the  musical.  Clark  Hensley,  retired  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission  and  now  consultant  for  the  family  life  ministry,  including 
senior  adult  work,  for  Mississippi  Baptists,  stands  at  center,  and  to  his  right  is  Mrs. 
Hensley. 


Reconciliation  requires  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  3)  effects  of  negative  designation  will  be 

and  onto  political  issues.  He  said  the  Robert  C!uttino  of  Lexington,  S.C. 


The  senior  adult  choir  of  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  the 
Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers,  presented  the  premiere  perfor¬ 
mance  of  a  new  senior  adult  musical,  “Meet  and  Eat  (There 


panies  the  musical.  Characters  in  the  drama,  shown  on  stage, 
were,  left,  Moses,  Bethel  Ferguson;  man  in  wheelchair,  E.  T. 
Jenkins:  Caleb,  Robert  Kemp;  Cornelia,  Carolyn  Madison;  and 


IS  Something  More),"  at  Parkway  Church.  A  drama  accom-  Sara,  Sara  Ferguson.  Gayle  Garrett  is  director  of  the  choir. 

.  ^ 

Parkway  senior  adults 
premiere  ^^Meet  and  Eat” 


political  matters  should  be  discussed 
as  thoroughly  as  theological  issues 
have  been. 

Fuller  said  that  a  political  issues 
subcommittee,  to  chaired  by 
Peace  Committee  Vice  Chairman 
Charles  Pickering  of  Laurel,  Miss., 
will  deal  with  several  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  voter  registration,  voter  ir¬ 
regularities,  the  powers  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  ongoing  political  activities. 
Named  with  Pickering  to  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  and  Jodi  Chapman  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas;  Herschel  Hobbs  of 


Members  are  Oiristine  Gregory  of 
Danville,  Va.;  Albert  McClellan  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  Ray  Roberts  of 
Asheville,  N.C. ;  and  Daniel  Vestal  of 
Midland,  Texas. 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 

Village  honors  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
formerly  of  the  Village  staff,  spoke 
words  of  appreciation  and  sang  a 
musical  tribute.  Personal  gifts  were 
presented  from  the  staff  by  Henry  M. 


Oklahoma  City;  John  Sullivan  of  Glaze,  director  of  programs  and  from 


The  premiere  performance  of 
“Meet  and  Eat  (There  IS  Something 
More)  was  presented  March  25  at 
Parkway  Church.  Jackson,  before  an 
audience  of  800  persons. 

The  presentation  was  by  the 
Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers,  the  senior 
adult  choir  of  Parkway  Church.  Gayle 
Garrett  is  the  director. 

“Meet  and  Eat  (TTiere  IS  Something 
More)  is  a  drama /musical  for  senior 
adult  choirs.  It  was  written  by  Ann  B. 
Colbert  and  Irene  Martin,  both  of 
Forest.  Irene  is  also  pianist  at  First 
Church.  Richland,  and  computer 
operator  for  the  Baptist  Record. 

Horace  L.  Kerr,  supervisor  of  the 
senior  adult  ministry  for  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  was  the 
featur^  speaker  Kerr  is  a  native  of 
Mississippi  and  at  one  time  was 
minister  of  education  for  First 
Church.  Jackson.  Later  he  was  ex¬ 


ecutive  director  of  the  .(Jovemor’s 
Council  on  Aging  during  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Bill  Waller.  He  went 
from  that  position  to  the  Sunday 
School  Board  to  initiate  the  work  with 
senior  adults  and  single  adults  for  the 
newly  formed  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  board.  He  is  the 
author  of  a  book  on  senior  adult  work 
titled  How  To  Minister  to  Senior 
.\dults  in  your  Church. 

The  choir  presentation  followed 
Kerr’s  remarks.  The  Heavenly 
Sunlight  Singers  is  a  choir  of  40  voices. 
The  average  age  is  80.  The  choir  has 
been  invited  to  present  the  musical 
again  May  20  during  the  first  senior 
adult  week  at  Gulfshore.  Clark 
Hensley,  retired  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission,  who  attended  the 
premiere  performance,  is  in  charge  of 
arranging  the  senior  adult  program  at 
Gulfshore.  He  is  now  part-time  femi- 


ly  ministry  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Accompanists  for  the  choir  on  piano 
and  synthesizer  is  IVicia  Deniiis.  The 
organist  is  dieryl  Worley.  The  drama 
portion  of  the  presentation  was 
directed  by  Bobby  Everett  of  the 
Parkway  staff. 

Bill  Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway 
CJhurch,  gave  the  welcoming  remarks 
and  delivered  the  opening  prayer.  Don 
McGregor,  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  who  wrote  the  introduction  to 
the  musical,  which  is  designed  to  be 
read  at  each  performance,  read  the 
introduction  at  the  premiere.  He  also 
introduced  visitors  who  are  involved 
in  senior  adult  work  and  who  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  composition  of  the 
musical. 

A  reception  hosted  by  Parkway 
Church  for  all  who  attended  followed 
the  presentation. 


Convention  theme  chosen 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
or  60,(X)0  people  into  the  meeting  hall 
is  going  to  be  difficult  and  time  con¬ 
suming.” 

Convention  planners  estimate  it  will 
take  two  hours  to  move  that  mai^  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  entrance  down  two 
escalators  and  into  the  large  halls. 

“This  is  going  to  require  a  lot  ol  pa¬ 
tience  on  the  part  of  the  messengers," 
Wolfe  said,  urging  people  to 
‘^courteous,  kind,  and  Christian”  in 
their  behavior  toward  one  another  and 


toward  ushers  and  others  responsible 
for  assisting  them  in  getting  into  the 
convention. 

Wolfe  said  the  convention  center 
will  be  open  Sunday  afternoon  and  all 
day  Monday  for  preliminary 
meetings— Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  annual  meeting  and  the 
Pastors'  Conference— and  to  allow 
messengers  to  register. 

At  7  a.m.  Tuesday,  the  convention 
center  will  open,  but  admittance  will 
be  limited  to  those  who  are  registered 


messengers,  program  personalities, 
and  the  news  media.  Persons  wishing 
to  raster  also  will  be  allowed  to  go 
to  the  registration  area  on  the  main 
floor. 

“Persons  who  are  not  in  one  of  those 
categories  should  not  even  come  to  the 
World  (Congress  Onter,”  Wolfe  said. 
He  added  there  is  expected  to  be  no 
overflow  space  for  the  seating  of  non- 
messengers,  partiailarly  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  morning.  Wolfe  said 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Shreveport,  La.;  and  Ed  Young  of  the  trustees  by  President  Cummings. 
Houston.  'The  benediction  was  led  by  Kermit  D. 

To  chair  the  committee  to  study  the  McGregor,  director  of  public  relations. 
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Go’mhiiltee  on  Boards 
meets  under  shadow 
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Intensive  care 


By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Under  on  Boards  inemba*s  will  not  nominate 
the  shadow  of  twin  lawsuits,  the  1966  for  first  terms  members  of  the  Corn- 
Southern  Baptist  Conven^  C^onunit-  mittee  on  Committees  which 
tee  on  Boards,  Commissions  and  nominated  them.  The  third  is  that 
Standing  Committees  met  March  membo^  of  the  (Onunittee  on  Boards 
13-14  to  nominate  213  persons  to  places  will  not  nominate  fellow  Committee 
on  SBC  boards  of  trustees.  on  Boatxls  members  for  first  terms. 

•  The  committee  is  the  focus  of  two  The  action  was  taken  without 
lawsuits— one  in  federal  court  and  the  opposition. 

other  in  Georgia  state  court— filed  by  Lee  Roberts,  a  layman  from  Mariet- 

nine  laypersons  from  eight  states,  ta,  Ga.,  said  the  committee  named 
challenging  the  election  of  the  com-  ■  him  spokesman  and  adopted  provi- 
mittee  at  the  1985  annual  meeting  of  sions  that  “no  one  else  will  speak  to 
the  SBC  in  Dallas.  the  press.  Baptist  Press,  the  state 

The  suits  seelr  to  have  the  election  Bap^t  newspapers,  the  secular  {ness 
of  the  conunittee  declared  invalid  and  or  interested  parties’  about  the  work 
to  prevent  the  group  from  reporting  of  the  committee.” 
at  the  1986  annual  meeting,  schedul-  When  asked  if  he  believes  the  repmt 

ed  June  10-12  in  Atlanta.  of  the  committee  will  be  “healing”  to 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  of  the  the  denomination,  Roberts  said: 

SBC  Executive  Ck)mmittee,  briefed  “Healing  is  kind  of  hard  when  you 
the  committee  on  the  lawsuit,  saying  have  two  sides  who,  for  theological 
the  SBC’s  primary  defense  is  that  the  purposes,  say  they  can’t  compromise 
issue  regards  the  “internal  gov-  their  positions.  I  believe  it  is  the 
ernance”  of  the  convention,  a  “pure-  responsibility  of  the  Ck>mmittee  on 
ly  ecclesiastical  body,”  and  that  the  Boards  to  bring  to  the  convention  the 
y.S.  Constitution  {x^nts  any  court  very  best  nominees  we  can  bring  for 
from  interfering  in  internal  matters  any  and  every  position.” 
of  religious  groups.  Roberts  added  he  does  not  think  ‘it 

He  told  the  committee  U.S.  District  is  the  responsibility  of  the  (Committee 

Judge  Robert  Hall  has  not  ruled  on  on  Boards  to  get  rid  of  (at  the 

the  SBC’s  motion  to  have  the  suit  seminaries)  anything  we  don’t  ap- 

dismissed,  nor  has  the  judge  ruled  prove  of.”  (Continued  from  page  3)  hood  director  for 

regarding  whether  the  committee  was  He  said :  “I  personally  believe  in  in-  Women  Ministering.  tion,  alsn  I 

legally  elected,  whether  it  could  meet  errancy.  I  would  like  to  see  that  the  At  noon,  “America’s  Rocking  Chair  recent  mission  I 
and  whether  it  can  report.  In  the  people  I  have  anything  to  do  with  Philosopher,”  E)ddy  Nicholson,  {xovid-  offered  encoura; 

absence  of  a  ruling,  Bennett  said,  the  nominating  are  inerrantists,  but  at  the  ed  a  humorous  address  for  those  at-  wairt  to  be  involv 

committee  was  meeting,  although  an  same  time,  I  don’t  feel  I  have  that  tending  the  banquet.  Cutrer,  ministei 

adverse  ruling  by  Judge  Hall  could  right.”  During  the  afternoon  general  ses-  Church.  Greenv 

wipe  out  its  work  and  leave  the  con-  Roberts  said  after  he  was  named  to  sion.  Dan  West  brought  a  report  to  the^  for  both  tbe^nq 
vention  in  limbo,  with  the  possibility  the  committee  in  1985,  he  wrote  to  group  on  the  status  of  a  new  lodge  general  session, 
of  having  to  nominate  all  213  persons  “leaders  in  the  state  (Georgia)  on  facility  at  Central  Hills  Baptist 

from  the  floor  during  the  annual  both  sides  of  the  aisle  and  asked  them  Retreat.  West,  who  is  manager  of  Cen- 

meeting.  for  their  nominations.  I  did  not  receive  tral  Hills,  said  more  than  250 

The  responsibility  of  the  (Committee  a  single  nomination  from  those  on  the  volunteers  have  worked  toward 

on  Boards,  under  the  SBC  Constitu-  ‘left  side  of  the  aisle,’  although  I  did  finishii^  the  new  building.  He  also 

tion,  is  to  nominate  persons  as  direc-  get  one  letter  thanking  me  formy  let-  recognized  people  from  around  the  V 

tors  or  trustees  of  the  Executive  Com-  ter  and  another  from  a  pastor  who  state  who  have  had  a  part  in  the 

mittee,  four  general  boards,  six  said  he  would  send  some  suggestions  building  of  the  new  facility.  tv/* 

seminaries,  seven  commissions,  later.”  Carl  Myers,  associational  brother- 

Southern  Baptist  Foundation,  three  Since  he  asked  for  suggestions  and  >  I  ^^!lr  ^ 

standing  committees  and  Southern  received  none,  Roberts  said  he  thinks  SvlvarCIia  Eklans  t 

Baptist  representatives  to  the  Baptist  it  would  be  unfair  if  the  Georgia 

World  Alliance  and  North  American  nominees  are  challenged.  dlVOFCe  WOrkshoD 

Baptist  Fellowship.  Roberts  became  chairman  of  the  ^  VSHPiVS 

Currently,  949  trustees  are  on  the  committee  when  he  was  elected  dur-  Sylvarena  Church  will  host  a 


urugs  are  just  as  o 
as  a  loaded  gun 
Don’t  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karl  McGraw 
Honored  For 
25  Years  Of  Service 
lb  Children 


is  a  drug  addict? 


Is  a  drug  addict  one  who  just  abases  tion.  However,  if  these  drugs  are  abus- 
illegal  drugs?  ed  by  an  individual,  then  that 

Na  The  addict  may  be  an  individual  becomes  drag  addiction, 
who  uses  such  obviously  illegal  Readers  should  feel  free  to  submit 
substances  as  marijuana,  cocaine,  qiiestions  concerning  drug  abuse,  and 
and  hallacinogens  such  as  LSD.  Or.  they  will  be  answered  by  a  team  of 
the  addict  may  be  involved  with  specialists  who  deal  in  drug  abuse 
prescribed  medications  and  over-the-  problems. 

counter  drugs  which  can  be  obtained  Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  In- 
legall)^  This  usage  does  not  easily  fit  toisive  Care,  Baptist  Record,  Box  530, 
into  what  we  think  of  as  drug  addic-  Jackson,  MS  39205 —Editor. 


honors 

McGraw 


WANTED:  Part-time  MUSIC 
DIRECTOR,  weekends  only.  Coo- 
tact  Hollis  Alford.  Rt.  4,  Bex  |31A, 
Magnolia.  MS  39648,  (661)  542-5266. 


CHURCH  CONTRACTORS.  Paint- 
tag.  additioas.  aiteratioos.  Chris¬ 
tian  company  ran  by  2  bivocatiooal 
SBC  pastors.  Qnaiity  work,  low 
bids.  Bob  Mamrak,  Rt.  L  Box  167. 
Stewart.  MS  39767,  (661)  262-7987. 


HOME  MANAGERS— Married 
couple  (no  children)  to  live  ta  new 
groap  home  for  12  handicapped 
adnits.  Assist  them  ta  leandng 
skills  for  independence.  One 
member  of  coi^  can  hold  ontsMe 
employment,  nperience  ta  social 
work,  psychology,  special  ednea- 
tian  helpial.  Paperwork.  Provide 
place  to  live^  salary,  other  henems. 
Contact  WiBowoad  DevelopnMntal 
Center.  1635  Boling  Street, 
Jackson.  MS  39213. 
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Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited 
to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer. 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  he 
reserved  until  all  circumstances  and 
the  opinions  of  the  tetter  writers  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
staff  of  the  Baptist  Record,. 

Colorado  church  burns 

Editor; 

On  Nov.  22,  just  a  few  days  before 
Thanksgiving,  1985,  the  facilities  at 
Pleasant  View  Baptist  Church  at 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  bum^.  Approximate¬ 
ly  70  percent  of  the  building  and  its 
contents  were  lost.  The  insurance 
company  is  covering  about  50  percent 
of  the  loss,  and  we  are  asking  you  to 
pray  with  us  that  God  will  provide  fur¬ 
nishings,  equipment,  and  further 
financial  aide  for  the  new  building  we 
plan  to  build. 

We  are  a  small  church  (172 
members)  ministering  to  an  area  with 
5,000  plus  residents.  As  you  can  see  we 
have  a  very  crucial  work  in  Pueblo. 

Pray  with  us. 

Bro.  Bill  Irwin,  our  area  mis¬ 
sionary,  has  agreed  to  receive  any  in¬ 
quiries.  He  is  also  prepared  to  give 
you  any  information  on  the  area  of 
work  of  our  church.  His  address  is  2114 
Comanache  Road,  Pueblo,  Colo,  81001. 
His  telephone  number  is  (303T 
545-7477. 

J.  M.  Phillips,  pastor 
Pleasant  View  Baptist  Church 
Pueblo,  Colo. 

Hawaii  missionaries 

Editor; 

Will  you  please  do  me  a  favor  by 
running  this  brief  article  in  your 
newspaper? 

We  will  be  hosting  all  the  summer 
missionaries  who  helped  in  Hawaii 
across  the  years  since  1946.  This 
reception  will  be  at  the  Omni  Interna¬ 
tional  Hotel  at  the  annual  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  June.  Please 
help  me  locate  these  former  summer 
missionaries. 

All  summer  missionaries  who  serv¬ 
ed  at  any  time  since  1946,  are  asked 
to  contact  Dan  H.  Kong,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Hawaii  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  at  2042  Vancouver 
Drive,  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  96822. 

The  Baptists  of  Hawaii  want  tdhave 
a  reunion  for  all  these  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries.  On  Wednesday,  June  11, 
1986,  at  the  Omni  International  Hotel 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  at  9;30  p.m. 

It  will  be  a  time  of  fellowship,  ap¬ 
preciation,  and  aloha  for  all  former 
summer  missionaries. 

Dan  Kong 
Hawaii 

New  York  City  church 

Editor; 

Having  spent  15  years  of  ministry 
with  Baptists  in  the  Metropolitan  New 
York  area,  and  now  serving  as  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  Maryland/Delaware,  which 
sponsored  Southern  Baptists  work  in 
New  York,  I  am  constantly  and 
prayerfully  interested  in  what  God  is 
doing  in  New  York  City.  One  of  God’s 
most  important  provisions  to  New 
York  Baptists,  and  to  New  York  City, 
has  come  in  the  form  of  a  long-prayed- 
for  church  building  for  Metro  Baptist 
Church,  which  is  located  in  mid-town 
Manhattan. 


This  young,  dynamic  group  of 
believers  has  taken  on  a  gigantic  in¬ 
debtedness,  knowing  it  is  (jiod’s  will 
for  Southern  Baptists  to  have  a  visi¬ 
ble  place  of  celebration  and  ministry. 
My  family  and  dozens  of  others  have 
joined  with  them  to  establish  this 
identifiable  and  permanent  point  of 
witness. 

By  May  1,  1986,  Metro  Baptist 
(Church  must  have  $345,000  to  pay  im¬ 
mediate  notes.  The  congregation  can 
handle  the  remaining  $875,000 
mortgage. 

The  church  will  gladly  share  more 
information  through  personal  visits, 
letters,  phone  calls,  or  video  tape  Con¬ 
tact  Gene  Bolin,  410  W^t  40th  Street, 
New  York,  New  York  10018.  The 
telephone  number  is  212-594-4464. 

'Thousands  of  dollars  and  multiplied 
hours  of  work  have  already  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  this  facility!  To  lose  cities  like 
New  York  is  to  lose  our  country!  This 
must  not  happen!  We  must  have  a 
church  like  Metro  in  New  York  City! 

Ken  Lyle, 

executive  director-treasurer 

Baptist  Convention  of 
Maryland/Delaware 

Pastor-ruler 

Editor; 

"Hiis  letter  is  in  response  to  a  recent 
article  you  ran  of  Owen  Ckx^r’s  com¬ 
ments  in  response  to  Dr.  W.  A. 
Criswell,  who  stated  that  the  pastor 
was  the  Tuler’  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Cooper  sited  historical 
precedence  and  Baptist  tradition  to 
show  that  ‘pastbral  authority’  or 
rulership’  was  unscriptural.  The 
term,  ‘ruler,’  is  a  scriptural  term  and 
can  be  found  in  Hebrws  13 ;  17.  Let  me 
write  it  out  for  those  who  haven’t  read 
it.  “Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over 
you  and  submit  yourselves ;  for  they 
watch  for  your  S<^,  as  they  must  give 
account  ...”  I  am  sure  Dr.  Oiswell 
was  using  the  term  ruler  in  its  Biblical 
interpretation. 

Anyone  can  look  at  First  Baptist 
Dallas  and  see  in  working  fashion  the 
God-given  role  of  pastor  and  laity.  I 
agree  with  Dr.  Criswell  that  "a  lay  led’ 
church  will  be  a  weak  church.  For 
God  has  ordained  in  his  Word  (Eph. 
4)  that  there  shall  be  pastors.  A  Pastor 
(genuinely  God  called)  must  have  the 
freedom  to  stand  and  proclaim  the 
Thus  Saith  the  Lord;  for  our  day.’ 

'Ibo  many  pastors  have  allowed 
themselves  to  be  intimidated  by  posi¬ 
tion  or  security.  Christ  is  still  the  head 
of  the  church.  Not  pastor  nor  laity. 

I  encourage  pastors  everywhere  to 
seek  God’s  message  and  proclaim  it 
without  compromise  (ikxl  will  bless  it, 
for  he  has  chosen  the  “foolishness  of 
preaching  to  save  those  who  would 
believe.” 

Ricky  E.  Kennedy,  pastor 
Meadow  Grove  Church 
Brandon 

Pastor-ruler 

Editor; 

I  was  appalled  to  read  the  remarks 
attributed  to  Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell  in  your 
March  20, 1986,  issue  and  can  only  add 
a  hearty  “amen”  to  Owen  Cooper’s 
response.  That  the  pastor  of  the 
largest  congregation  in  our  conven¬ 
tion  would  assert  that  he  is  to  be  the 
“ruler”  of  his  church  is  more  distur¬ 
bing  than  anything  I  have  read  or 
heard  from  the  “fundamentalists”  vs. 
“moderates”  dispute. 


Having  been  a  member  of  another 
Protestant  demonination  in  my  youth, 
I  am  aware  of  the  hierarchal  strtK- 
ture  where  bishops,  elders,  cardinals, 
and  the  Pope  dictate  down  the  ladder 
to  the  people  1  do  not  believe  many 
Southern  ^ptists  would  supp(»l  such 
a  system.  Pastoral  authority  and 
respect  is  earned  through  perfor¬ 
mance  and  example,  not  a  “right” 
bestowed  upon  the  (rffice 

I  would  hope  that  either  Dr.  Criswell 
was  misquoted  or  that  he  has  had 
time  to  re-think  his  answer  and  issue 
a  retraction,  ^lould  he  stand  by  this 
position,  I  believe  he  will  render  yet 
another  blow  to  the  bonds  that  bind  us 
in  our  Convention. 

I  have  the  deepest  admiration  and 
respect  for  Owen  Cooper  and  ap¬ 
preciate  his  courage  in  responding  to 
this  issue  I’m  also  grateful  (but  not 
surprised)  that  his  response  was  ap¬ 
propriate,  direct,  scriptural,  knd  with 
no  hint  of  malice.  Should  one  be  look¬ 
ing  for  a  role  model  in  our  convention 
today,  I  think  pastors  and  laymen 
alike  would*  do  well  to  observe  the 
character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Cooper. 
William  D.  Prevost 
Clinton 

Pastor-ruler 

Editor; 

I  praise  God  for  men  of  spiritual 
conviction  like  Mr.  Owen  (?oq[>er;  but 
with  all  due  respect,  I  believe  he  left 
his  Bible  closed  when  he  responded  to 
W.  A.  Criswell  concerning  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  a  pastor.  As  an  ex-Clatholic  (for 
30  years)  it  concerns  me  greatly  to  see 
us  referring  to  “Baptist  tradition,”  as 
Mr.  Cooper  did  twice.  One  doesn’t 
have  to  look  far  to  see  where  the 
deception  of  following  tradition  leads. 

Hebrews  13;  17  says  “Obey  our 
leaders,  and  submit  to  them  ;  for  they 
keep  watch  over  your  souls,  as  those 
who  will  give  an  account.”  This  does 
not  suggest  a  “lordship”  relationship, 
but  simply  the  principle  of  “unity  of 
command,”  a  point  where  the  buck 
stops;  and  a  direct  accountability  to 
God  for  the  leader’s  effectiveness.  We 
as  Southern  Baptists,  are  guilty  of  re¬ 
quiring  the  pastor  to  be  responsible 
for  the  success  of  the  church  but 
withhold  from  him  the  very  authori 
ty  he  needs  to  lead  the  church  as  Goc 
directs  him.  * 

And  yes,  1  agree  that  pastors  are  tt 
be  servants,  but  servants  of  God,  Aol 
the  church.  Those  men  we  call 
deacons  (of  which  I  am  one)  are  to  be 
the  servants  of  the  church.  That  is 
what  the  word  deacon  means.  We 
have  unbiblically  elevated  these  men 
to  administrators. 

We  only  have  to  look  around  us  to 
witness  the  continual  failure  of 
pastoral  ministries,  those  resigning  in 
frustration  because  disunity  within 
their  churches.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  ex¬ 
act  statistic,  but  I  know  pastoral 
tenure  is  (fi^adfully  short.  And  as  long 
as  we  promote  the  practice  of  the 
sheep  telling  the  shepperd  what  to  do, 
we  will  continue  to  have  this  problem. 

W.  P.  “Bill”  Daly 
Grenada 

Wolves  in  sheep's  clothing 

Eklitor; 

I’m  just  a  housewife  and  mother  of 
three  who  is  so  concerned  about  the 
teachings  and  influence  of  cults  that 
are  all  around  us.  They  are  wolves  in 


sheep’s  clothing,  trying  their  best  to 
deceive  us  just  as  God’s  word  predicts. 

But,  I  was  truly  stunned  when  I 
received  your  paper  today,  March 
20th,  with  an  unidentified  Southern 
Baptist  defending  Herbert  Arm¬ 
strong.  She  is  certainly  misguided  if 
she  believes  he  was  dedicated  to 
teaching  the  Bible.  For  if  your  reader 
will  study  her  Bible  and  examine  Mr. 
Armstrong’s  interpretations,  she  will 
find  he  is  in  complete  contradiction  to 
God’s  Holy  word. 

I’m  trying  every  day  to  learn  more 
about  G^’s  word,  and  it  infuriates  me 
to  see  a  Herbert  Armstrong  with  a 
theology  that  contains  such  a  small 
percentage  of  truth  to  make  it  attrac¬ 
tive  to  any  listener  who  is  not  well- 
groimded  in  God’s  scriptures.  Mr. 
Armstrong’s  doctrines  are  heretical 
and  he  has  twisted  the  Word  of  God  to 
try  and  make  his  interpretations  a 
balanced  theological  system.  Because 
he  does  make  profuse  use  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  he’s  more  dangerous  than  other 
cults.  But,  he  “wrests  the  scripture  to 
his  own  destruction.” 

Mr.  Armstrong  denies  the  Third 
Person  of  the  trinity.  He  reduces  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  an  ‘It.”  This  alone 
should  strike  the  very  heart  of  any 
Christian.  For  we  know  it  is  through 
the  agency  of  the  Third  Person  that 
God  regenerates  us  to  eternal  life.  By 
denying  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Third 
Person,  Mr.  Armstrong  is  taking  away 
the  only  means  whereby  man  can  be 
saved.  For  ifS  the  Holy  Spirit  that  con¬ 
victs  us.  But  that  doesn’t  bother  his 
theology  because  he  teaches  “salva¬ 
tion  is  a  process,”  which  the  Bible  em¬ 
phatically  teaches  is  NOT  a  process 
but  an  accomplished  fact  bas^  upon 
the  complete  sacrifice  of  Jesus.  ( Heb. 
1;3,  9:26,28). 

Marlene  Yontz 

Hattiesburg 

Prayer  by  name 

Editor: 

Every  Wednesday  night  we  begin 
our  service  by  praying  for  folks  by 
name.  Prior  to  the  service,  my 
secretary  writes  all  the  names  on  a 
blackboard  at  the  front.  Then  other 
names  are  added  as  the  people  sug¬ 
gest  before  the  time  of  prayer. 

We  then  pass  our  multi-colored  slips 
of  p^per  which  have  preprint^ 
messages.  Our  people  put  the  person’s 
name  who  we  are  praying  for,  the 
date,  and  they  sign  it,  adding  a  per¬ 
sonal  note  if  they  should  so  cho^. 

These  slips  are  then  given  to  our 
scecretary,  and  she  mails  them  out  on 
'Thursday  morning.  When  a  person 
gets  one  of  these  envelopes,  it’s  like 
getting  50  or  more  get-well  or  sym¬ 
pathy  cards  at  one  time. 

In  doing  this  each  week,  we  not  on¬ 
ly  tell  others  that  we  prayed  for  them 
l^t  that  we  prayed  for  each  one  by 
name  and  then  we  let  them  know 
about  it  by  sending  the  prayer  slips  to 
them. 

A  new  recent  idea  we  have  added  to 
this  special  prayer  time  is  listing  two 
of  our  missionaries  by  name  We  send 
prayer  slips  each  week  to  a  foreign 
missionary  and  also  to  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary.  With  these  prayer  slips  to  our 
missionaries  the  pastor  inclu^  a  let¬ 
ter  sharing  with  our  missionaries 
what  we  are  doing. 

I  read  recently  where  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  stated  that  they  are  getting 
very  few  letters  from  our  churches. 


'This  idea  of  sending  prayer  slips  to 
our  missionaries  has  made  our 
church  more  mission  conscience,  and 
it  lets  our  missionaries  know  we  are 
praying  for  them  name.  It  has  also 
labeled  our  church  as  “the  church 
who  prays  for  everybody.”  What 
greater  compliment  could  come  to 
any  church.  God  has  blessed  these  ef¬ 
forts,  and  the  gtbry  is  all  His. 

Don  G.  Nerren,  pastor 
Center  Hill  CIhurch 
Hamilton 

Divorced  minister 

Editor: 

I  have  very  much  in  common  with 
the  minister  who  finally  got  up  the 
courage  to  speak  out,  published  in  last 
edition. 

I  too  have  been  a  Southern  Baptist 
minister  for  18  years,  pastoring  chur¬ 
ches  in  Mississippi.  I  too  went  through 
an  unwanted  divorce  four  years  ago. 
My  wife  of  25  years  had  been  unhap¬ 
py  for  most  of  those  years.  She  had 
b^n  threatening  to  leave  me  for  15 
years,  and  the  only  reason  she  did  not 
was  because  she  knew  what  divorce 
would  do  to  my  ministry.  After  her  at¬ 
tempt  to  commit  suicide  in  July  of 
1982,  I  knew  I  must  let  her  go.  The 
church  that  I  was  pastoring  was  very 
nice  to  me  and  considerate.  I  moved 
in  November  of  1982,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  pay  me  for  10  weeks. 

I  left  with  my  18-year-old  son,  (who 
in  November  1983  committed  suicide) 
no  car,  no  money,  and  a  job  I  was  n^* 
sure  about.  I  have  expressed  to  many 
Christians  and  pastors,  my  desire, 
which  I  never  lost,  to  preach.  No  one 
seems  interested  or  even  tries  to  help 
me.  On  two  occasions  I  have  had 
pastor  friends  to  tell  me  that  they 
wanted  me  to  supply  for  them  when 
they  had  to  be  gone  at  a  given  time, 
but  neither  one  called  me  or  ever  said 
anything  more  to  me.  After  two  years 
I  moved  back  into  the  community 
where  I  had  pastured  and  wanted  to 
affiliate  with  this  church  only  as  a 
member.  The  pastor  now  of  this 
church  asked  me  not  to  do  this,  stating 
that  he  didn’t  think  it  would  be  good 
fOT  me  to  come  back.  (The  members 
of  this  church  did  not  feel  this  way). 

If  you  can’t  go  to  God'&  people  whom 
you  know  and  love,  then  who  can  you 
turn  to?  'The  Baptist  churches  stress 
lipth  love  and  compassion.  Where  is 
it?  My  dear  Christian  aunt'  told  me, 

“ _  if  you  had  killed  your 

wife,  served  time,  and  came  out  of 
prison  with  a  great  testimony,  you 
couldn’t  find  time  to  speak  at  all  the 
places  you  would  be  invited.”  I  am  & 
God-called  man,  but  his  people  will 
not  allow  me  to  use  my  calling. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Bible  now 
available  in 
1,829  languages 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  -  The  Bi¬ 
ble  or  a  portion  of  the  Bible  has  been 
translate  into  L829  languages,  accor¬ 
ding  to  a  report  by  the  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  (ABS). 

At  the  end  of  1985  the  total  number 
^of  languages  stood  at  1,829,  which  is 
21  more  than  1984.  Complete  Bibles 
were  made  available  in  seven  new 
languages  during  1985,  bringing  the 
total  number  "of  languages  with  a 
complete  Bible  to  293. 
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Monday  with  the  Youngs 


i-  ■■■ 

,The  London  Road,  which' stretches 
across  a  lot  of  Asia,  goes  right  by 
James  and  Guinevere  Young’s  house 
at  Magura,  Bangladesh.  (Magura  is 
2S0  miles  from  Calcutta,  and  112  miles 
from  Dhaka.) 

Three  little  Bengali  boys  climbed  a 
tree  by  the  road  to  look  over  the  brick 
wall  to  see  what  was  going  on  at  the 
missionaries’  house.  Past  the 
vegetable  plot  in  a  front  comer,  and 
the  orchids  and  hibiscus  alongside  the 
walls,  they  could  see  four  Bengali 
women  sitting  on  the  ground,  digging 
grass  out  by  the  roots.  Beyond  the 
three-bedroom  brick  house,  they  could 
see  ducks  swimming  on  a  fish  pond 
and  goats  in  a  comer  corral  nibbling 
leaves  from  an  ipil-ipil  limb. 

At  breakfast,  Joan  and  I  shared  the 
Youngs’  Monday  morning  prayer 
time.  Then  James  gave  us  and  his 
mother-ih-law,  Mildred  Jenkins,  a 
tour  of  his  miniature  sample  farm.  By 
the  lemon  trees  werb  some  ipil-ipil 
trees,  wonder  plants  that  produce  (Mt>- 
teins  good  for  humans,  goats,  ducks, 
etc.  The  trees  grow  fast  —  a  good 
thing,  for  goats  can  devour  them 
about  as  fast  as  they  can  grow. 

Those  ducks  on  his  pond,  were 
descendants  of  wild  mallards  from 
England  crossed  with  tropical  Thai 
ducks.  Originally  James  had  not 
planned  to  grow  enough  ducks  to  sell, 
he  said,  but  when  he’d  asked  another 
missionary,  Richard  Farley,  for  two, 
he’d  gotten  300! 

(Speaking  of  Thai  ducks:  They 
know  how  to  relax  in  the  heat,  I  guess. 
On  the  outskirts  of  Bangkok,  I  saw  a 
flock  of  them  asleep  by  the  roadside, 
their  heads  underneath  their  wings. 
Late  that  afternoon,  when  I  passed 
that  way  again,  they  were  sitting  in 
the  same  spot,  still  asleep. ) 

James,  who  is  Coordinator  of 
Evangelism,  preaches  regularly  in  20 
villages  at  preaching  points  of  the 
Magura  Baptist  C!hurch.  (That  church 
is  across  the  road,  and  a  field,  from 
his  house.)  'That  morning  he  had  ar¬ 
ranged  for  us  to  visit  Hajrapur,  an  in¬ 
digenous  church  nearby.  Also  we  saw 
a  Bengali  crew  sinking  a  tube  well 
(more  about  the  churches  and  wells 
next  week.)  At  one  end  of  a  muddy 
looking  pond  we  passed,  a  group  of 
women  knelt,  washing  clothes,  an  elo¬ 
quent  testimony  to  their  need  for  fresh 
clean  Avater. 

We  stopped  at  the  brick  yard  where 
oxen  were  turning  the  “blender”  to 
mix  clay  with  sand.  (The  clay  had 
first  been  kneaded  with  men’s  feet.  > 
'The  brick  yard  owner  said  the  two 
men  pressing  the  clay  into  brick¬ 
shaped  molds  could  turn  out  8,000  per 
day  to  lie  in  the  sun  to  dry,  and  then 
be  fired  in  a  kiln  heated  with  burning 
bamboo  roots. 

Jamie,  10,  a  Fifth  grader  whose 
mother  teaches  her  at  home,  went 
with  us  that  morning.  Her  brother, 
'Tim,  was  away  at  boarding  school  at 
Woo^tock  in  India. 

When  we  returned  to  the  house  at  1 
p.m.,  Gloria  Thurman,  and  her  son, 
David,  had  just  arrived.  (David’s 


brother,  Philip,  is  a  student  at 
Mississippi  Cdlege.)  Innocently  I  had 
asked  earlier  about  the  possibility  of 
visiting  Tom  and  Gloria  Thurman 
(Missi^ippi  missionaries)  at  their 
new  (Lottie  Moon)  house  in 
Gopalganj.  Little  did  I  know  then  of 
the  distances  doubled  (or  tripled)  by 
impossible  roads.  It  had  taken  us 
hours  to  get  112  miles  from  Dhaka ;  the 
road  to  Gopalganj,  they  said,  was 
much  bumpier.  The  Thurmans  had 
ridden  since  6  a.m.  At  one  fork  of  the 
road,  Tom  had  gone  on  to  Dhaka, 
where  mission  meeting  was  to  begin 
next  day.  Gloria  and  Dpvid  had  then 
taken  a  public  bus  to  Magura.  (Public 
buses  are  so  crowded  that  they  lean 
one  way  or  the  other.  One  pass^  the 
Youngs’  house  so  loaded  that  people 
were  sitting  two  or  three  deep  all  over 
its  roof.) 

After  lunch  I  sat  in  a  Harkins  rocker 
from  Thomastown,  Mississippi,  to 
catch  up  on  my  note  taking.  James’ 
mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  lives  at 
Thomastown,  Guin  is  fmn  Kosciusko. 
Her  mother,  a  widow,  was  visiting  her 
for  the  first  time,  and  planned  to  stay 
two  months.  The  flight  over  had  been 
her  first  airplane  experience. 

Before  the  Youngs  were  appointed 
in  1969,  he  was  pastor  of  several  chur¬ 
ches  in  Mississippi.  On  furlough  last 
year  they  lived  at  Yazoo  City. 

It  was  time  for  a  Baptist  Women’s 
meeting  at  the  Magura  Church,  so 
Joan,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  and  I  changed  to 
more  presentable  outfits.  Guin  and 
Gloria  donned  silk  saris.  ( More  about 
the  meeting  next  week.) 

At  dusk,  when  a  Bengali  man  was 
feeding  the  goats,  another  stopped  by 
to  borrow  a  goat  for  breeding 
purposes. 

After  supper,  we  watched  television, 
a  short  while.  A  colorful  lUrkish 
dance  group  was  performing  on 
screen. 

To  introduce  evening  prayer  time, 
Guin  played  the  piano,  while  the 
others  sang  hymns  and  a  few  selec- 
tiqps  from  a  Stamps-Baxter  book.  I 
especially  liked  “Power  in  the  Blood.” 


James  Moung,  Mississippi  missionary  to  Bangladesh,  and  his  10-year-old  daughter, 
Jamie,  sing  together  at  family  worship  time  in  the  evening. 


a 


Hjng,  dressed  in  green  silk  sari, 
piano  for  family  worship  time. 


Students  will 
teach  in  Belize 


Eight  BSUer’s  from  USM  will  be 
traveling  to  Central  America  as  soon 
as  school  ends  this  semester.  May 
12-19.  They  will  work  with  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries.  Ernest  and 
Joyce  Myers,  in  the  remote  village  of '  • 
San  Ignackx  Belize.  Their  assignment 
calls  for  leading  Backyard  Bible 
Clubs  and  evening  worship  services  as 
well  as  conducting  neighborhood 
visitation. 

Belize,  formerly  British  Honduras, 
is  located  south  of  Mexico  and  eaist  of 
Guatemala  on  the  Caribbean.  Only  68 
miles  wide  and  174  miles  long,  it  is 
-diverse  country  vrith  a  diverse  people 
In  1985,  a  USM-BSU  team  worked  in 
the  coastal  town  of  Belize  City.  This 
year,  they  will  journey  far  inland  into 
the  highland  forest  area  to  work  in 
San  Ignacio,  a  town  of  5,700  people. 

While  Belize  City  is  home  to  several 
churches  and  missions  planted  by 
long-time  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion  missionaries  Otis  and  Martha 
Brady,  San Jgnacio  Finds  Baptist  work 
in  its  infancy.  Ernest  and  Joyce 
started  their  work  less  than  one  year 
ago. 


Happiness  is  finding  your  glasses 
Guinevere  Young  and  her  mother,  Mildred  Jenkins,  share  a  laugh.  Mrs.  Jenkins  soon  enough  to  remember  why  you 
is  sitting  in  a  Harkins  rocker  from  Thomastown,  Miss.  wanted  them.  —  (Chicago  Tribune) 


James  Young,  standing  by  an  ipH-ipil  tree,  explains  his  sample  farm  to  Joan  Peter¬ 
son  and  Mildred  Jenkins.  One  of  two  family  dachshunds  listens,  loo. 


Guin  Ybung  holds  the  child  of  a  Magura  Baptist  church  member,  right.  The  child 
Guin  holds  has  a  tumor  on  one  eye.  The  mother  arxl  children  were  on  their  way  to 
an  area  mother-chHd  clinic. 


In  Vermont 

Mississippians^Stiowmobilers 
are  ‘‘special  kind  of  breed” 


The  travelers  saw  that  a  service 
was  about  to  start,  so  they  parked 
their  vehicles  and  entered  tte  little 
Baptist  church  to  participate  in 
worship. 

Happ>ens  all  the  time.  Right?  Ex-' 
cep)t  these  were  a  sp)ecial  breed  of 
travelers  and  the  Baptist  church  is  a 
sp>ecial  breed  of  church. 

The  travelers  were  snowmobilers— 
a  major  trail  runs  nearby— and  the 
church  is  Macedonia  Baptist  in  Plain- 
field,  Vermont,  a  Southern  Baptist 
congregation  in  a  state  that  for 
Southern  Baptists  is  clearly  pioneer¬ 
ing  work. 

Pastor  of  this  group  of  pioneers  at 
Macedonia  is  David  Young,  who, 
along  with  his  wife,  Gail  (Longino), 
th^ir  children,  and  the  members  of 
two  families  from  his  former  con¬ 
gregation  at  Petal,  Miss.,  moved  to  the 
snow-laden  land  last  summer. 

The  move  to  Vermont  came  opt  of 
a  distinct  impression  that  the  Youngs 
should  be  involved  in  missions.  A 
short  stint  as  foreign  missionaries  in 
Austria  remained  on  the  Youngs’ 
minds  and  when  the  op^rtunity  for 
Vermont  mission  work  came  along, 
they  jump)ed  at  the  chance  to  become 
involved  in  the  state  purpx>rted  to  be 
most  like  Austria. 

Two  coup^  from  Young’s  pastorate 
at  Petal  Harvey  Church  in  Petal 
decided  to  paill  up  stakes  and  join  the 
Youngs,  planting  their  lives  in  the 
Plainfield  area,  and  taking  church 
respxMisibilities  along  with  the  Ver¬ 
monters  who  form  the  core  of  the  62 
member  church. 

David  and  Jean  Craycraft  Smith 
and  Daren  and  Andrea  Rainey  Carley 
brought  their  fanulies  to  Vermont,  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Youngs’  dedication -to 
missions.  The  move  hasn’t  been  an 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

easy  one— all  three  families  have 
moved  twice  since  they  arrived  last 
summer.  And  the  money  isn’t  exactly 
flowing  into  family  coffers.  Young,  at 
least,  has  regular  income— a  $500  p)er 
month  stip)end  from  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  for  Church  Pastoral 
Assistance,  and  the  church  p>ays  for 
housing  and  utilities. 

The  Smiths  and  Carleys  aren’t  on 
such  solid  ground  as  even  that.  Both 
the  laymen  work  in  carp>entry,  but  in 
the  winter  not  much  work  is  to  be  had. 
David  Young  says  that  “when  they 
work,  the  scale  is  p)retty  good,  but 
winter  is  long  and  t^ir  kind  of  work 
pretty  well  shuts  down.” 


A  "downlander"  visiting 
Vermont,  stops  at  a  fork  in  the 
road  where  a  Vermonter  was 
dawn  on  his  knees  fixing  a 
tire.  The  downlander  asks, 
“Does  it  make  any  difference 
which  road  I  take  to  Burl¬ 
ington?”  The  Vermonter 
answers,  “Not  to  me  it  don't.” 


The  home  folks  haven’t  forgotten 
the  Misissip>pMans,  though.  One  couple 
who  had  considered  making  the  move 
with  them,  Billy  Ray  and  Jan  Ervin, 
organized  a  multi-family  garage  sale 
for  what  the  Petal  Harv^r  Church  is 
calling  “the  Vermont  Mission.” 

One  woman  designated  the  profits 
from  a  Tup>p>erware  party  sale  to  the 
Vermont  Mission.  And  some  unknown 
member  at  Petal  HarvQr  designated 
■  $100  p>er  family  recently. 


Jean  Smith  said  that  the  multi¬ 
family  garage  sale  came  at  the  very 
same  time'  the  Smith’s  pickup  truck 
broke  down,  pMxmdipg  needed  reptairs 
for  the  only  transpx>rtation  for  the 
family  of  five  Says  Jean,  “We’ve  been 
through  some  really  trying  times,  but 
there’s  a  pieace” 

Part  of  that  peace  that  the  three 
families  feel  likely  relates  directly  to 
the  way  they  feel  God  is  intervening 
in  the  life  of  the  church  to  which  they 
minister. 

There  has  been  growth  at  the  little 
Macedonia  Church  in  addition  to  the 
three  Mississippi  families.  When  the 
group  arrived  last  July,  there  were 
12-15  in  Sunday  School— now  there  are 
over  70  on  roll  and  January’s  average 
attendance  was  37,  with  57  in  worship 
in  late  February  —10  of  whom  were 
not  members.  ' 

‘They  think  long  and  hard  about  go¬ 
ing,”  says  Jean.  Adds  David  Young, 
“These  are  descendents  of  Doubting 
Thomas.” 

One  prevalent  New  England  at¬ 
titude  is,  “Let’s  be  happy.  I’m  okay, 
you’re  oi^,  there's  no  hell,”  say  the 
Mississip)pians.  This  makes  a  witness 
for  Christ  more  difficult.  “These  are 
good  p)eople  here,”  says  Andrea 
Carley,  who  says  that  it  is  hard  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  Christianity  is  something 
“p>ast  just  being  a  good  person.” 

David  Young  adds,  ‘What  they  want 
to  know  is  ‘Is  there  anything  sp)ecial 
about  you  that  makes  you  dif¬ 
ferent?’  ”  This,  according  to  Young,  is 
where  friendship  evangelism  comes 
in.  “You  actually  make  friends  'f<M' 
Christ,"  says  Young.  “In  the  process 
you  exp)ect  the  deep)est  things  to  come 
out.”  TIk  other«p)erson  “realizes  Jesus 
Christ  is  real  and  the  truth.’The 
friendship  is  not  for  manipMiIating, 


David  Smith  and  David  Vbung  stand  in  what  is  becoming  Smith’s  study  in  the  1837  home  the  church  bought 
for  its  pastor. 


says  Young.  “The  friendship  is  real.”  After  all,  accwding  to  the  members 
Young  leads  a  twice  monthly  Bible  of  Macedonia  church,  it  was  the  kids 
study  group  of  seven  to'eight  laymen  who  got  it  all  started, 
in  his  living  room— which  Gail  calls  Lyndol  Hutchinson,  a  native  of 

the  church  meeting  room.  “The  men  Greensboro,  Vt.,  has  been  in  Plain- 
are  already  talking  about  this  (the  field  44  years.  He  recalls  that  Terry 
friendship  evangelism  principle”  Crockett,  former  pastor  of  the  mother 
says  David  Young.  '  church  of  Macedonia,  was  having  Bi- 

Such  a  method  is  ap^rently  taking  ble  studies  in  the  area,  “working  with 
hold.  Note  the  Inroads:  the  young  folks.  My  daughter  was 

•A  Christian  student  at  nearby  God-  among  them  ,”  he  says.  ‘We  decided 
dard  Ckrflege  asked  Young  to  supmdse  to  see  what  th^  were  getting  into.” 
her  senior  pMoject  because  mme  of  her  Hutchinson’s  wife,  raised  a  Catholic, 
professors  was  interested.  From  “was  taken  with  the  Bible  study  and 
that,  comes  the  p>ossibility  of  a  small  the  way  Terry  was  presenting  it.” 
group  of  Christian  students  on  cam-  The  group  started  out  meeting  at 
pus  meeting  regularly  with  Young  for  our  family’s  house  then  rented  the 
Bible  study.  local  Grange  Hall.  “We  had  to  kick  all 

•Young  performed  the  wedding  for  their  beer  cans  out  on  Sunday  morn- 
a  local  couple  Walking  by  the  man’s  ings,”  recalls  Hutchinson, 
place  of  business  recently.  Young  was  He  also  remembers  that  it  was  a 
asked  when  services  were  held  at  the  group  of  volunteers  from  Missouri 
church.  ‘We  almost  made  it,”  said  the  Baptist  churches  who  came  up  to  help 
bride.  put  np  the  major  part  of  their  church 

•A  local  alcoholic  invited  Young  to  building— along  with  help  and 
the  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meetings,  finances  from  the  Macedonia 
“I  know  you  don’t  need  it,”  he  told  congregation. 

Young,  “but  I  think  you  can  do  us  Hutchinson’s  daughter  accepted 
some  good.” 

•Another  businesswoman  told 
Young  recently  that  she  is  Episcopal 
and  her  husband  is  (Catholic.  “We 
haven’t  been  able  to  get  together  on  a 
church  preference— we  might  like  to 
become  Baptists,”  she  said.  At  least, 
she  said,  she  wants  her  children  in  Bi¬ 
ble  study.  David  Young  plans  to  pick 
them  up  in  his  van— he  picks  up  11 
already. 

The  church  itself  is  moving  out  in¬ 
to  the  community.  When  it  discovered 
that  snowmobilers,  indeed,  would  stop 
for  services  at  the  church,  they  plac¬ 
ed  signs  at  the  local  headquarters  for  tending.  “I  thought  the  basic  truths  of 
the  snowmobilers  which  is  filled  up  the  Bible  were  carried  out  into  the 
during  the  season.  “Welcome  open  there— not  like  churches  that 
Snowmobilers!  Worship  at  Macedonia  preach  what  you  want  to  hear,”  he 
Baptist  Church”  and  the  sign  gives  the  says.  • 

times.  Members  point  to  Athalie 

Only  a  month  ago,  the  church  voted  Blackburn  for  helping  start  the 
to  be^n  Bible  studies  in  the  nearby  church.  She  and  her  husband  H.  Clay, 
village  of  Marshfield,  which  is  11  had  raised  their  family  in  Arlington, 
miles  from  the  Macedonia  church.  Va.,  and  had  been  returning  to  the 
Just  before  Easter,  the  first  session,  home  place  in  summers.  She  saw  an 
tau^t  David  Young,  reached  seven  ad  in  the  Virginia  Baptist  paper  that 
adults.  a  church  was  starting  up  (Rraurrec- 

And  it  also  voted  to  begin  a  tion  in  Montpelier,  which  was 
community-wide  youth  program,  of-  Macedonia’s  mother  church).  They 
fering  Sunday  aftenuxMi  activities,  'attended  and  got  to  know  the  Virginia 
Once  they  came  to  the  Youngs’  living  Tbch  summer  missionaries  who  were 
room  for  a  rap  session,  20  signed  up  working  there.  The  Blackburns’  own 
for  a  roller  skating  party  in  Burl-  high  school  age  boys  told  their  parents 
ington.  Young  says  already  they’ve  they  were  going  to  a  Southern  Baptist 
reached  a  coiq>le  of  kids  who  are  not  church.  “So  we  started  going  to  the 
in  church  aqywhere.  (Continued  on  page  9) 


Winter  and  dkhsg'  esantiu  a 


In  Vermont  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
chapel— because  they  were  b(^,  the 
Plainfield  girls  started  going,”  recalls 
Mrs.  Blackburn.  Later,  the  Plainfield 
group  got  its  own  Bible  study  and  then 
a  church. 

Sallie  Dix  was  active  in  another 
denomination  when,  she  went  to 
Macedonia  to  see  what  her  daughter 
“was  getting  inta” 

She  and  her  husband,  who  is  not  a 
member,  donated  the  two  acre  parcel 
on  which  the  church  sits.  Her  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  business  matters  of  the 
church  drew  this  comment  from  her 
husband:  “The  reason  the  South  lost 
the  war  is  they  had  too  many 
meetings!”  Yet  recently  in  church  he 
was  used  as  an  example  of  the  (lood 
Samaritan— when  others  will  pass  by 
cars  broken  down  on  the  road,  he’s^he,, 
one  who  will  stop  to  help.  ^ 

Ken  and  Winnie  Mundinger  are  the 
hosts  of  the  new  Marshfield  Bible 
study.  She  held  a  Tupperware  party 
to  tell  her  neighbors  they  were  going 
to  have  the  study. 

The  couple  have  been  in  Marshfield 
since  1968  when  they  moved  from  . 
Michigan,  and  they  like  the  slowerf^ 
pace  of  New  England  life.  “You  just ' 
don’t  hurry  the  Vermonters., 
Everyone’s  friendly— they  accept  you 
for  who  you  are,”  says  Ken  Mundin^. 

Winnie  Mundinger  says  she  is  “ex¬ 
cited  about  the  outreach  and  spirit  of 
the  church,  noting  that  the  Mississip- 
pians  “were  totally  accepted  from  one 
day.” 

Ken  Mundinger,  if  he  could  talk  to 
all  Southern  Baptists,  says  he  would 
tell  them,  ‘Don’t  ever  leave  us.  lliere’s 
as  much  of  a  mission  field  in  Vermont 
as  there  is  in  Africa.” 

Dreaming  time  is  not  yet  over  for 
the  little  PlainHeld  church-  group. 
David  Young  says  they  want  some  lay 
persons  who  can  get  a  secular  job  to 
come  up  to  begin  a  community-wide 
recreation  program  for  the  church. 

With  his  tongue  only  partially  in- 
his  cheek.  Young  also  tells  of  being 
able  to  use  a  bit  more  than  a  million 


dollars  to  buy  a  portion  of  Goddard 
College  on  which  to  place  a  seminary. 
Likely  the  group  will  be  losing  the 
Smiths.  David  Smith,  former  singer 
with  the  group  “Lincoln  Ckxinty,”  feels 
called  into  church  music  work  and  has 
plans  to  attend  Baptist  Bible  Institute 
in  Graceville,  Fla.  The  church  voted 
to  recommend  him  for  admission.  “Be 
sure  to  sign  it  ‘regretfully,’  ”  said  one 
member. 

Such  a  move  would  be  tough  on  the 
little  Mississippi  group.  But  they’re 
making  lifetime  friends  already  with 
the  native  Vermonters.  Alton 
LaFayette,  age  93,  was  a  neighbor  of 
the  Smiths.  He  took  to  Jean  and  the 
children,  making  one  of  them  a  doll 


The  stamp  of  iifdependence 

David  Young  overheard  a 
woman  making  a  purchase 
using  food  stamps,  say,  “Vll  be 
glad,  when  I  can  use  real 
money  like  everybody  else." 


high  chair  and  cradle  by  hand  for 
(Christmas,  signing  it  “Grandfather 
Alton.”  He  started  going  to  church 
because  they“asked  me  to  go.” 

Already  the  children  of  the 
Mississippians  are  coming  around  to 
the  Vermont  life.  Others  make  fun  of 
their  Southern  accents,  but  they  all 
love  the  snow.  Amanda  Smith,  9,  takes 
the  words  out  of  just  about  aU  the 
Mississippians’  mouths.  She’d  like  to 
“have  a  wall— open  a  door— one  way 
leads  to  Mississippi,  one  to  Vermont.” 

It’s  a  long  step  through  that  door. 
Three  Mississippi  families  have  step¬ 
ped  through  and  found  love,  accep-,^ 
tance,  and  a  potential  for  a  lifelong 
ministry. 


Andrea  Carley,  Gail  Young,  David  and  Jean  Smith,  and  David  Young.  Miss¬ 
ing  is  Daren  Carley,  who  had  to  go  back  to  Mississippi  during  his  father’s 
surgcHY.  The  children  include  Amy,  4,  Emily,  10,.  Brad,  17,  and  Melissa,  19,— 
Young;  Megan  Carley,  2;  and  Lindsey,  4,  Austin,?,  and  Amanda,  9,— Smith. 


“Grandfather  Alton”  Lafayette  at  Gail  Vbung  teaches  a  weekly  piano 
93  is  the  oldest  person  attending  lesson.  Her  students  are  playing  the 
Macedonia  Church.  Since  1965  he  offertory  at  church, 
has  “caned”  1,445  chairs. 


Missed  appointments  help  French  workers 


BORDEAUX,  France  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Elddie  and  Debbie 
Cok  found  just  the  building  for  a  student  center.  It  was  vacant  and  located 
at  a  campus  entrance  where  city  buses  daily  drop  off  and  pick  up  thousands 
of  students  attending  the  University  of  Bordeaux  in  France.  But,  they 
discovered,  the  building  had  been  promised  to  someone  else.  'The  Coxes  and 
a  nucleus  of  students  prayed  and  an  answer  came.  The  owner  agreed  to  rent 
them  the  building  because  the  other  person  had  missed  two  appointments 
to  sign  the  lease.  r- 
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Ancient  boat 
found  in 
Sea  of  Galilee 

TEL  AVIV,  Israel  (EP)  -  Israeli 
fishermen  have  found  an  intact  boaL 
estimated  to  be  about  2,000  years  old, 
in  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  The  23-foot  boat 
was  found  lying  three  feet  below  the 
water’s  surface  near  the  town  of 
Genossar  on  the  northwest  bank  of  the 
Sea  of  Galilee.  A  Roman  cooking  pot 
and  first  century  coins  were  also 
discovered. 

The  discovery  was  aided  by  a  recent 
drop  in  the  water  level  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  Authorities  are  arranging 
funding  for  raising  the  boat  and  con¬ 
ducting  scientific  study  of  it. 

One  archaeologist  told  Radio 
Jerusalem:  “We  are  not  ruling  out  the 
possibility  that  it  is  the  boat  which 
brought  Jesus  and  his  disciples  to 
Genossar  . . .  that  would  be  a  sensa¬ 
tion.” 

Haitians  have 
own  Bible 

NEW  YORK,  N  Y.  (EP)  -  Haitian 
Christians  now  have  a  Bible  in  their 
own  language,  according  to  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Haitian  is  the 
everyday  language  of  over  six  million 
people,  more  than  500,000  of  whom  live 
in  the  U.S.  The  language  is  similar  to 
the  French  Creole  of  Louisiana. 

Over  2,000  worshippers  took  place  in 
a  Miami  service  (tf  thanksgiving  for 
the  new  “Bib  La.”  One  pastor  eiqplain- 
ed,  “You  don’t  know  bow  it  feels  to 
have  the  Word  of  God  in  your 
language  for  the  very  first  timer  A  lot 
of  people  have  had  the  Bible  in  their 
own  language  all  of  their  lives.  But  we 
haven’t.  Ibday  is  a  beautiful  and 
historic  day  for  us.” 

A  translation  of  the  Gospel  of  John 
was  published  more  than  50  years  ago^ 
and  early  translations  of  the  New 
Ibstament  appeared  in  1951  and  1960. 
Work  on  the  current  Bible  began  in 
1967. 


Merwyn  Borders,  Vermont  missionary,  who  helped  recruit  the  three 


Mississippi  tamHies,  stands  between  two  more  upcoming  vokinteers,  V^Jerie 


and  Paul  Ritter,  who  will  be  going  to  Williamstown,  Vt.,  this  summer  to  lead 


in  services  there.  He  is  a  piano  technician  and  she  a  recent  graduate  of 


Southern  Seminary. 


Convention  theme  chosen 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
non-messengers  may  be  admitted 
Wednesday  night. 

Wolfe  said  getting  to  the  convention 
center  through  downtown  Atlanta  will 
present  additional  problems,  par¬ 
ticularly  since  the  opening  times  of 
the  SBC  coincide  with  traditional  rush 
hour. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the 
convention  will  have  seating  space  for 
45,000  persons,  and  standing  room  for 
another  20,000.  On  Thursday,  11,000 
seats  will  be  eliminated,  leaving  on¬ 
ly  34,000  seats. 

Wolfe  said  the  “interest  level  in  the 
convention  is  the  highest  it  has  ever 
been.  That  is  good;  I  just  hate  it  that 
controversy  had  to  bHng  us  hera” 

Wolfe  said  the  Order  of  Business 
Conunittee  has  taken  several  steps  to 
help  ensure  the  meeting  is  conducted 
propoly. 

Basic  parliamentary  procedure  will 
be  printed  in  the  first  Convention 
Bulletin,  helping  messengers  “under¬ 


stand  the  proper  way  to  go  about  mak¬ 
ing  motions,  resolutions,  points  of 
order.” 

Some  30  laymen  from  across  the  na¬ 
tion  have  been  appointed  “micro¬ 
phone  monitors”  for  the  13 
microphones  on  the  floor.  In  addition, 
a  special  device  has  been  designed, 
allowing  the  monitors  to  indicate 
whether  a  person  is  for  a  motion, 
against  it,  raising  a  point  of  order  or 
appoint  of  personal  privilege.  'The 
device  will  allow  the  presiding  officer 
to  determine  the  order  of  appearance 
and  whether  a  person  at  a  microphone 
is  for  or  against  an  action. 

The  monitors  were  “recommended 
by  the  state  Brotherhood  directors,” 
Wolfe  said.  Their  numbers  were 
augmented  by  laypersons  from  five 
churches  in  Atlanta,  which  Wolfe  said 
“were  selected  right  down  the  middle 
to  assure  their  fairness.” 

Wolfe  said  six  other  persons  were 
appointed  to  assist  the  Order  of 
Business  (Committee  in  the  three 


overflow  halls,  to  help  in  seating  peo¬ 
ple.  recognizing  messengers  at  the 
microphones  and  taking  the  vote, 
whether  it  is  by  ballot  or  by  voice  or 
hand. 

The  assistants  were  selected  1^’ 
members  of  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee,  Wolfe  said. 

Much  of  the  business  of  the  com’en- 
tion  will  be  conducted  during  the  first 
day’s  session,  including  election  of  a 
president,  deliberating  on  a  proposed 
change  of  controversial  Bylaw  16,  and 
receiving  the  reports  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Boards.  (Commissions  and 
Standing  Committees  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  (Committees. 

“We  wanted  a  maximum  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  messengers,  and  we  felt  we 
would  have  far  more  people  [Mresent 
IXiesday  than  any  of  the  other  days. 
That  is  why  we  put  so  much  business 
on  that  day.  We  felt  if  we  wanted  max¬ 
imum  participation,  that  was  the  day 
we  wo^d  get  iL”  Wirife  said. 

Daa  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 
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Devotional 


Mexico  earthquakes 
are  ‘still  with  us’ 


Deaf  revival 
breaks  records 


The  Woodland  Hills  Church, 

his  seventieth  birthday,  he  drolly  replied,  “I  have  achieved  my  seventy  yearn  Jackson  ,  deaf  broke  all  previous  at- 
in  the  usual  way  . . ,  of  living  a  life  that  follows  an  unswerving  regularity  of  tendance  records  in  Sunday  School 
irregularity.”  Such  an  uncomplicated  lifestyle  sure  sounds  worship  March  24,  according  to 

inviting.  However,  Twain  didn’t  live  with  the  pressure  of  a  Berry,  minister  to  the  deaf.  The 

rapid  paced  twentieth  century  culture.  concluding  service  of  a  revival  for  the 

Most  of  us  can  identify  and  empathize  with  the  man  who  attracted  117  deaf  youths  and 

remarked  after  a  hectic  day,  “I  feel  like  I’ve  been  shredd-  adults.  There  were  61  in  Sunday 
ed  by  piranhas.”  Minute  details  can  devour  us  when  small,  School. 

once  lived  and  died.  studies  in  the  shelters,  Williamson  relentless  bites  take  precedence  over  major  objectives.  Rushing,  pastor/missionary  to 

The  two  earthquakes  that  killed  says.  They  hope  several  new  churches  Analysts  have  established  the  theorem  that  we  spend  80  ^  deaf/blind,  in  Iblegeda,  Ala.,  was 

thousands  of  people  and  destroyed  will  result  from  the  ministry.  percent  of  our  time  doing  20  percent  of  our  priorities  and  revival  preacher.  Rushing  has 

much  of  central  Mexico  City  just  six  Meanwhile,  the  major  demolition  percent  of  quality  time  on  80  percent  of  our  priorities.*^  guest  preacher  for  the  Mississip- 

months  ago  are  fading  fronT  the  training  project  initiated  by  Baptists  Register  In  the  midst  of  this  meteroic  pace  and  exhausting  Baptist  Conference  for  the  deaf  for 

world’s  memory.  But  the  city’s  suffer-  is  in  full  swing.  At  least  1,000  ruined  pressure  I  find  comfort  in  reading  and  absorbing  Jesus’  encounter  with  years.  There  were  four 

ing  goes  on.  The  homeless  still  buildings  in  the  earthquake  area  still  Martha.  (Luke  10:38-42)  Martha’s  priorities  suffered  from  distortion.  She  professions  of  faith  and  one  joined  by 
number  in  the  tens  of  thousands.  Ex-  wait  to  be  demolished.  Designed  to  thought  a  meal  was  more  important  than  the  Master.  She  was  on  the  verge  hotter,  according  to  Berry, 
perts  agree  the  disaster’s  contribution  train  some  3,000  jobless  earthquake  of  an  emotional  explosion.  She  was  angry  at  her  sister  Mary.  She  was  ex-  Special  services  were  planned  for 
to  Mexico’s  staggering  economic  pro-  survivors  to  use  demolition  equip-  asperated  at  her  Lord.  The  steam  in  the  kitchen  was  comparable  to  the  boil-  Easter.  ' 
blems  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come,  ment,  the  Baptist  project  began  in  ing  tension  in  her  mind.  While  she  was  sweating  with  the  bread  and  beans, 


The  psychological  impact  of  the  early  January  with  a  group  of  100  Mary  was  sitting  blissfully  in  another  room  with  Jesus.  Overwhelmed,  she 
earthquakes  will  be  felt  even  longer,  students.  More  groups  have  received  dashed  into  the  room  to  berate  her  sister  and  to  rebuke  Jesus  about  his  lack 
“It’s  still  with  us,”  says  Southern  Bap-  training  at  two-week  intervals.  of  concern.  Jesus  took  tenderly  at  her  and  calmly  said,  “Martha,  Martha, 

list  representative  Guy  Williamson.  The  unemployed  workers  are  learn-  you  are  worried  and  bothered  about  so  many  things,  but  only  a  few  things 
who  lives  and  works  in  the  Mexico  Ci-  ing  how  to  operate  metal  cutters,  are  priorities  —  really  only  one  —  and  Mary  has  discovered  it.” 
ty  area.  “1  don’t  guess  you’ll  ever  jackhammers,  and  othec^ demolition  We  cannot  escape  the  world  of  deadlines,  demands,  meals,  and  meetings, 
know  ( the  impact )  on  the  children,  equipment  to  help  clean  up  Mexico  Ci-  However,  we  can  set  our  affairs  in  order  by  making  Jesus  Christ  our  number 
You  hear  about  the  fatalistic  type  of  ty.  Tliey’re  also  participating  in  basic  one  iMiority.  Putting  his  kingdom  first  puts  everything  else  in  its  pn^r  place 
philosophy  in  Latin  America  and  that  evangelistic  Bible  study  courses  as  Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport, 
it’s  something  so  common  to  them  well  as  classes  in  family  relationships 
that  th^  take  it  in  stride.  But  1  think  and  home  financial  management, 
the  scars  are  far  deeper  than  maybe  The  project  is  a  cooperative  effort 
their  philosophy  permits  them  to  involving  the  National  Baptist  Con- 
evaluate.”  vention  of  Mexico  and  the  ^stos- 

But  for  Mexican  Baptists  there  are  Apicsa  hotel  and  construction  group, 
some  bright  spots  in  the  darkness.  A  The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
significant  result  of  the  initial  Baptist  Board  appropriated  $406,500  last  Oc- 
earthquake  ministry  came  recently  tober  to  feed  the  workers  and  buy 
when  the  Mexican  government  and  equipment  for  the  training  effort,  in¬ 
die  National  Baptist  Convention  of  eluding  air  .compressors  for  the 
Mexico  signed  a  contract  to  allow  jackhammers, 
medical  equipment  into  the  country.  The  feeding  aspect  of  the  program 
Originally  donated  by  a  Texas  Bap-  has  been  suspended  because  of 
tist  medical  group  to  Mexican-  logistical  problems,  but  the  Foreign 
American  Hospital  in  Guadalajara  Mission  Board  is  funding  half  of  the 
two  years  ago,  the  equipment  has  workers’  minimum-wage  salaries 
been  stalled  at  the  bmtler,  awaiting  of-  while  they’re  in  training.  The  Aristos- 
ficial  entrance  papers.  It  will  be  lent  Apicsa  company  is  providing  the 
for  three  years  to  the  heavily  damag-  other  half.  First  Baptist  (Dhurch  is 
ed  Juarez  Hospital  in  Mexico  City  and  handling  the  spiritual  side  of  the 
then  be  shipped  to  the  Mexican-  program. 

American  Hospital,  owned  and  Mexican  Baptist  leader  and  First 
operated  by  Mexican  Baptists.  Baptist  Church  member  Raul 

The  contract  represents  the  first  Castellanos,  an  Aristos-Apiesa  ex¬ 
measure  of  official  recognition  ex-  ecutive,  is  overall  director  of  the  pro- 
tended  to  Mexican  Baptists  the  na-  ject.  He  has  pledged  to  arrange  full- 
tiotial  government.  time  employment  for  qualified 

The  Mexican  Baptist  convention  is  trainees  in  building  demolition, 
small,  Williamson  says,  but  its  “con-  Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the  HMB. 


P»ws.  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stairted  glass,  carpel, 
steeples,  chairs. 

Van  fllinklE  '-TinSS 
(Cljurclj 
JurnialjtngR  & 

Peui  VipliXABtBV^ 

Box  SOI,  Fulton,  MS.  3S843 
In  MS.  Toll  FrM  1-000-624-9627 
Design— Construction  Management 


Bobby  S.  Tferry,  editor  of  Missouri’s 
“Word  and  Way,”  testified  before  the 
commission  during  a  non-profit  mail 
hearing.  Other  witnesses  included 
representatives  from  such  non-profit 
organizations  as  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans,  Council  for  Ad¬ 
vancement  and  Support  of  Ekhication, 
and  American  Red  Cross. 

Tbrry,  immediate  past  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Associa¬ 
tion,  told  the  commissioners 
members  of  that  {xess  association  an¬ 
nually  mail  almost  100  million  pieces 
using  second-class,  non-profit  rates. 

'  He  contended  the  role  of  Southern 
Baptist  state  newspapers  is  “critical 
to  the  welfare  of  the  denomination” 
due  to  the  denomination’s  congrega¬ 
tional  nature. 

lost  of  the  food  comes  strive  to  reach  a  once-in-a-lifetime  “The  only  authority  that  can  be  ex- 
^ernment.  state  missions  giving  goal  of  $22.8  ercised  among  Southern  Baptists  is 

kitchens  —  brought  in  million  for  the  Mary  Hill  Davis  the  authority  that  goes  with  sharing 
ifter  the  earthquakes  by  Centennial  Offering.  common  information,”  Terry  said, 

aptist  volunteers  from  The  unprecedented  state  missions  “Southern  Baptists  understand  that 
ihoma,  Louisiana,  and  offering  goal  was  set  at  the  March  from  common  information  ccane  com- 
-  still  are  feeding  people  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  mon  goals,  from  common  goals  comes 
itchens  also  function  as  Ttexas  Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  common  action.” 

.  *0  •  ...  “Without  this  news  and  information 

sippi  naptist  activities  available  to  interested  members,  they 

cannot  exercise  soul  liberty,”  Tterry 
Good  News  America  Simultaneous  Crusade  —  South  Mississippi  continued.  “Instead,  they  become 
New  Staff  Orientation  and  Directors  of  Missions  Meeting;  Bap-  vulnerable  to  manipulation  by  those 
tist  Building;  9:30  a. m. -4  p.m.  (MBCB  &  PD)  who  subscribe  the  spiritual  elitism 

State  Handbell  Festival-South;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  6  p.m.,  whereby  a  select  group  of  individuals 
llth-2;30  p.m.,  12th  (CM)  with  access  to  reliable  and  accurate 


SURRENDER 


Written  by  Claire  Cloninger 
and  Curt  Cloninger 

presented  by  the  combined 
Youth  Choirs  of 

First  Baptist  Church 

and 

Oakland  Baptist  Church 
'  Corinth,  Mississipi 

with  special  guest. 

Curt  Cloninger 

Saturday,  April  12,  1986  at  2:00  RM.  and  7:00  RM 

Coliseum  Civic  Centre 
in  downtown  Corinth,  Mississippi 

Youth  groups  especially  Invited. 
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Agency  trustees  responsible 
for  SBC  investment  polici^ 


fYou  Can  Build-Now 

Let  US  bine 

CHURCH 

BONDS 

for  your  church 

Plans  front 

A  Do-It-Yonrseif  Program 
To  Baying  All  Your  Bonds 

urch  Finance,  Inc 

666  North  St.,  P  O.  Box  2067 
JACKSON.  MISS.  39206 
W.  B.  Rives  (601)  946-1920 

SERVING  MISSISSIPPI  CHURCHES  FOR  2S  YEARS 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  --  that  asked  the  Executive  Committee  administrative  committee,  following 
lYustees  of  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  to  anwint  a  committee  to  study  SBC  consultation  with  related  missionaries 
tion  agencies  hold  full  responsibility  agency  and  institutional  holdings  “for  and  investment  managers,  noted  the 
for  the  moral  soundness  of  their  agen-  the  purpose  of  initiating  a  systematic  difficulty  <rf  monitoring  companies 
cies’  investments,  the  SBC  Executive  and  careful  divestiture  of  any  invest-  which  do  business  in  South  Africa  and 
(Committee  said  Feb.  19.  ment  securities  which  have  been  voted  to  “reaffirm  (xir  present  invest- 

“The  Executive  Committee  reaf-  issued  by  corporations  which  conduct  ment  policy  which  prohibits  in- 
firms  the  responsibility  of  the  trustees  business  with  South  Africa.  vestments  related  to  alcohol,  tobacco, 

of  each  of  the  agencies  to  assure  that  Last  fall  the  Executive  Ckxnmittee’s  gambling,  or  companies  head- 
the  investment  policies  of  the  agen-  business  and  financial  plan  quartered  outside  the  United  States.” 
cies  are  in  keeping  with  the  moral  and  workgroup  asked  the  Executive  Crnn-  __  „  .  n  » 

spiritual  principles  of  the  Southern  mittee  staff  to  contact  each  SBC  agen-  txecuuw  Committee  staff 

Baptist  Convention,”  committee  cy  to  gather  information  on  agency  ag^cies 

members,  agreed  in  approving  policies  in  regard  to  divestiture  of  adopted  ^estment 

Without  dissent  a  recommendation  South  Afnca  investments, 
from  their  business  and  finance  This  study  revealed  that  the 
subcommittee.  Southern  Baptist  Foundation,  Sunday 

The  recommendation  further  stated  School  Board,  and  Annuity  Board  all 
the  Executive  (Committee  encourages  handle  investments  within  the  terms 
“each  of  the  agencies  of  the  conven-  of  the  “Sullivan  Principles,” 
tion  to  continue  careful  evaluation  of  internationally-recognized  guidelines 
their  investments  in  companies  hav-  developed  in  1977  by  Leon  Sullivan,  a  ascending  and  descending  liability 
ing  business  dealings  in  South  Africa.”  Baptist  minister  and  former  member  relative  to  the  SBC  and  its  agencies 
The  Executive  Committee’s  action  of  the  (^neral  Motors  board  of  and  local  churches,  district  associa- 
was  precipitated  by  a  motion  made  directors.  tions,  and  state  conventions,  as  well  as 

during  the  1985  SBC  annual  meeting  The  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 


In  other  business.  Executive  COm 


mittee  members  received  the  final 


RIIXiECREST 
May  5-9, 1986 


GLORIETA 
May  19-23, 1986 


‘legal  problems  peculiar  to  Baptists. 


A  citizen  who  doesn’t  want  lottery 

(Continued  from  page  2) 


ANNUITANT  CONFERENCES 


impoverished  colleagues  have  ad-  word  is  COVET  there,  and  is  the  vice 
with  the  whole  prize  in  hand  at  vanced  another  step  toward  despera-  sin.  and  shame  in  gambling— against 
once— world  tours,  children’s  educa-  tion.  The  state  has  abandoned  its  self-  which  stable  men  and  women  fortified 
tion,  that  new  home,  a  new  respect.  Scientific  Games,  Inc.  has  themselves  with  law. 
automobile— must  now  be  stewed  added  another  state  to  its  17  out  of  the  gambling  is  accepted  in  prin 

down  to  a  far  more  modest  ambition.  23  subservient  “sovereign”  states  (.jpig  (,y  state,  there  will  be  nc 
Those  beautiful  dreams  have  drifted  which  pay  such  brazen  entrepreneurs  recourse  against  it  in  law  The  ele 
away  like  morning  mist.  tribute  for  robbing  its  people!  And  you  ment  of  chance  will  become  a  cor 

But  “Scientific  Games,  Inc.”  has  its  have  permitted  your  values  to  be  com-  nerstone  of  our  common  philosophy 
$103,625,000  in  cash  and  is  gone  back  promised,  declared  yourself  in  sym-  The  quality  of  life  will  deteriorate  fur 
to  Georgia  to  swell  the  economy  of  pathy  with  gambling  before  your  hus-  then  And  we  may  see  the  time  wher 
that  relatively  wealthy  state.  The  band  or  wife  and  children.  Las  Vegas  rocks  and 

State  of  Mississippi  has  its  $50,375,000  and  Atlantic  City  arrf  fair  game  for  mountains-and  communist  nuclear 
in  cash.  That  should  stash  way  a  note-  them  now,  and  you  dare  not  object,  bombs— to  fall  on  us  and  release  our 

book  and  a  ball-point  pen  for  every  If  you  appreciate  the  biblical  point  tnrmentpd  «naiLci 
student  in  the  state!  of  view  on  the  lottery  issue,  turn  to  Ex- 

This  is  what  the  participants  have  odus20;17andreadjhelastof  thecar-  Cecil  Roberson  is  a  retired  mis- 
gained.  The  disappointed,  embittered,  dinal  Ten  Commandments.  The  key  skmary  to  Nigeria  living  in  Meridian 


Mail  Reservations  to: 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center,  Box  128, 
Ridgecrest,  N.C.  28770  or  Glorieta  Baptist  Conference 
Center,  P.O.  Box  8,  Glorieta,  N.M.  87535 

($17  per  person  —  Ap|dies  to  total  cost) 

Total  Cost  $104.75  per  person 
(Two  persons  per  room) 


Annuity  Board  Southern  Baptist  Conventian 


BAPTIST  BIBLE  INSTITUTE 

Graceville,  Florida 

“Equipping  the  Called" 

BBI  is  a  unique  Southern  Baptist  theological 
institution,  owned  by  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  but  open  to  all  evangelicals. 

The  curriculum  gives  a  strong  background  in 
Bible,  practical  theology,  religious  education, 
church  music,  and  Greek.  A  general  education 
core  is  required  for  diplomas  and  degrees. 
Degrees  =130  semester  hrs. 

Diplomas  =  98  semester  hrs. 

Ministers  who  attend  BBI  find  placement  in  the 
tri-state  churches: 

Florida  churchns  nmploy  approximatnly  600 
Alabama  churchna  amploy  approximatnly  400 
Qaorgia  churchna  nmi^y  approximatnly  200 

If  you  have  answered  God’s  call  to  service, 
answer  God's  call  to  study  and  prepare.  Attend 
BBI  and  graduate  to  greater  service! 

For  more  information,  write  or  call: 

Dean 

Baptist  Bible  Institute  (nMCV) 

1 3(%  College  Drive 
Graceville,  FL  32440 
(904)  263-3261 


(Continued  from  page  2)  titude  because  it  is  “something  for  and  low  income  people  who  need  to 
million  spent  on  the  lottery  This  is  nothing.”  It  takes  this  attitude  take  that  money  home  for  their 

$180  million  that  will  not  be  spent  on  and  makes  it  the  official  policy  of  the  families. 

grocery  bills  furniture  bills  at  government.  We  have  what  is  9.  Unquestionably,  if  you  take  $180 

clothing  stores’  to  buy  new  cars  and  as  a  Consumer  Protection  million  out  of  circulation  in  Mississip- 

send  children  to  school  Division  of  the  attorney  general’s  of-  pi,  and  if  you  don’t  buy  things  with 

.......  fice.  How  do  you  rate  the  lottery?  Does  that  money,  then  there  is  no  sales  tax 

5.  The  <mly  way  that  the  lottei^  can  protect  the  consumer  or  does  it  prey  produced  by  that  money ;  and  there 

succeed  IS  for  nw  pmple  to  be  en-  ^  consumer?  will  be  little  other  taxes  produced  by 

couraged  to  ^y  the  lottery.  11)^  are  -j  -pj,g  American  Psychiatric  that  money  so  that  with  the  lottery, 
four  or  five  different  types  of  lottery  Association  says  that  there  are  8  other  tax  collections  will  be  affected 
games.  of  them  calls  for  instant  niillion  compulsive  gamblers  in  the  and  will  be  decreased. 

winners.  Amtl^  calls  for  weekly^-  united  States  who  can’t  control  their  All  of  the  reasons  that  I  have  given 
ners,  a^  they  have  two  or  thm  c^r  gamble.  A  lottery  not  only  for  opposing  the  lottery  up  to  now  have 

ty^  of  games.  In  the  states  that  tave  preys  on  these  pe<^le  but  also  tries  to  been  on  economic  grounds  and 
lotteries,  th^  keep  pitching  from  ^g^  converts.  philosophical  grounds.  I  think  that  one 

OTO  game  to  trc  otter;  and  they  3  §g„  Long  gj  Louisiana  is  quoted  could  oppose  it  on  moral  grounds  also, 
advertise  on  TV,  billboads,  (in  saying,  in  connection  with  reduc-  Am  I  my  brothers  keeper?  You  bet- 
buses  and  streetcars,  and  in  ing  expenditures  of  the  government,  cha.  Should  I  do  something  to  cause 
newpapere  to  keep  p^le  mtemted  ygy  g^g^  gyj  nj,y  brother  to  stumble?  We  had  bet- 

and  to  make  nw  gamblers.  Y^t  kind  fella  behind  that  tree”  This  could  be  ter  not. 

of  message  (k^  tois  Mnd  to  our  paraphrased  as  follows,  “don’t  tax  The  Mafia  used  to  call  it  “tlie 

Uj®  you,  don’t  tax  me,  tax  that  fella  behind  numbers  game.”  Will  we  take  over 

Mississippi  want  to  be  a  ‘pusher  of  ^baj  j^gg ..  jg  gy^g  ^g^^jg  ^  ggg^  ^bere  the  Mafia  left  off? 

lottery  tickets .  jg  g^g  ^bat  you  don’t  pay.  Is  that  the  Bill  Alexander,  who  retired  from  the 

6.  One  of  the  ntajor  problems  in  reason  there  is  such  interest  in  the  lot-  Senate,  is  the  immediate  past  speaker, 
America  is  the  attitude  of  something  tery?  The  people  who  are  pushing  for  pro  tern  of  the  Senate  and  now  is  a 
for  nothing.  Ite  lottery  fosters  this  at-  it  won’t  be  paying  it.  It  will  be  the  poor  member  of  a  Cleveland  law  firm. 


f 


aiiri^  CHURCH  STEEPLES 


•  BAPTISTRIES 
U/AU  CROSSES 
BAPTISTRV  UUATER  HEATERS 


■  coionifti  ^'jniimPOKARv  ano 
A  *tioot an  j>y\itns 

K  EKCfiON  H  comaanv 
H  caart^'  :.aEw$  auauabie 

■  u;a  'I  oa  ''a.i  Foa  coioa 
H  itTEaarijaE  :*«:]  'aoaosA^  > 
H  tou  ^afi 

I  800  241  3152 
f  n  GEOacia  ..a. 

'collect 

Aoa  993 


f  GLASSTECH 
^  a  0  BOB  910 
aOSWElL  CA  300;; 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Crowders  respo 
to  suit  criticism 


JoMi  Mack  Bogdan  of  the  hero  com-  Robert  J.  Sanderson  has  moved  Lamar  Pickens  has  resigned  First 
mimity  (Newton  County)  has  ac-  from  the  Evergreen  Church.  Wayne  Faith  Church,  Batesville.  He  is 
cepted  the  call  as  pastor  (rf  Beat  Line  County  to  Bunker  Hill  Church,  Marion  available  for  supply,  interim, 

f  Church,  Conehat-  County.  Sanderson  served  five  and  pastorate,  and  revivals.  His  address 
ta.  He  was  licensed  one  half  years  in  the  Evergreen  is  Rt.  6,  Box  129A,  Oxford,  MS  38655, 
to  preach  by  Mt.  Church.  telephtme  234-3640.  , 

Vernon  Clmrch  j|„,  Armstrong,  a  native  of  'Hipelo, 

^  will  be  or^in-  moved  from  First  Church,  Net- 
M  there  (m  April  tieton  to  serve  as  minister  of 
27  in  an  afternoon  music/activities  at  Parkview  Church, 
service  Bo^n  is  Greenville.  Armstrong  and  his  wife  //Tv^ 

fw  r  Dorothy,  have  one  son.  Jay,  10  months  //  \\\  Tk  fMWRWBMMHlB 

old.  His  new  address  is  712  McAllister  /  \  y!  NlfflSiHPSPliW^ 

»o8K»"  ^thfmMi^is-  St,  Greenville  MS  38701.  /  '  \  ImfflBHM 

sippi  and  is  presently  attending  New  /  \  I.  i  |jn|nnnM||mnQni^ 

Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  married  to  Pciahatchie  Church,  Pelahatchie  /  i  W 

the  former  Ann  Byard  and  they  have  has  called  Tim  Pierce  as  full  time  '  A 

four  children.  minister  of  music  and  youth.  Pierce  ^  \ 

Marvin  C.  Taylor,  pastor  of  New  serving  as  interim  minister 

Zion  Church.  MonticeUe  has  resign-  of  music  and  ywth  at  Pelahatchie 
ed  to  BO  to  Emmanuel  Church  C-  Corbett,  pastor. 


Springtime  in  the  Smokies 

Hike  a  Wildflower  Trail  .  .  . 


Year-round  fun!  Holidome  Center,  indoor/outdoor 
pools,  saunas,  whirlpool,  beautiful  rooms.  Nearby 
tennis,  tram  to  ski  slopes,  hiking,  shopping,  crafts 
community,  nightlife,  nr||ore.  '' 

r^,^cnDBL  i^DAYS/2  NIGHTS 
3  Vocc  Now  thru  5/19/86 


2  bed  economy  room.  Children  free  in  same  room 
Extra  nights  $47.25  dbl.  occ. 

Not  valid  Easter  Weekend. 


Not  valid  with  other  discounts.  Offer 
may  be  restricted  or  withdrawn  any¬ 
time  prior  to  confirmation.  To  get  this 
rate,  mention  it  in  reservation  call  and 
present  this  ad  prior 
to  registration. 


‘Distinguished’  WMUs 


OF  GATLINBURG,  TENN. 
333  Airport  Road  (37738) 
GATLINBURG, 
TENNESSEE 

CALL  NOW 

1-800^35-9201  (Outside  TN) 
1-800-435-9202  (TN) 


reco 


The  follois'ing  churches  and  associations  were  recognized  March  18  during 
WMU  annual  meeting,  at  Broadmoor,  Jackson,  as  having  attained 
Distinguished  status. 

Distinguished  WMUs 

Enterprise,  Enterprise 
Eupora,  FBC , 

Greenville,  FBC 
Gulfport,  Belaire 
Gulfport,  FBC 
Gulfport,  Northward 
Hattiesburg,  Calvary 
Hattiesburg,  Pineview 
Hattiesburg,  Temple 
Hernando,  Ebenezer 
Jackson,  FBC 
Jackson,  McDowell  Road 
Lamar,  Slayden 
Laurel,  FBC 
Louisville,  Bethel 
Louisville,  FBC 
Magee,  Coat 
Magnolia,  Terry’s  Creek 
Mendenhall,  Poplar  Springs 


For  additional  information  call 
615-436-9201 


Amory,  FBC 
Bailey,  Arkadelphia 
Brandoh,  FBC 
Brookhaven,  FBC 
Brookhaven,  Heuck’s  Retreat 
Brookhaven,  Macedonia 
Calhoun  City,  FBC 
Carrollton,  Liberty 
Clinton,  Wildwood 
Coffeeville,  FBC 
Coldwater,  Evansville 
Collins,  Cold  Springs 
Columbus,  Antioch 
Columbus,  East  End 
Columbus,  Immanuel 
Corinth,  Thte  Street 
Crystal  Springs,  FBC 
Ecru,  Ecru 
Edwards,  Edwards 
Ellisville,  FBC 


Meridian,  Highland 
Meridian,  Poplar  Springs  Drive 
Natchez,  FBC 
Pascagoula.  FBC 
Pascagoula,  Wade 
Petal,  Petal-Harvey 
PhiladeliAia,  FBC 
Philadelphia,  Spring  Creek 
Picayune,  FBC 
Poplarville,  Steep  Hollow 
(pitman.  Center  Ridge 
Rolling  Fork,  FBC 
Sarah,  Strayhorn 
Southaven,  Colonial  Hills 
Southaven,  FBC 
Starkville,  FBC 
Summit,  Montgomery 
Sumrall,  Oral 
Tinsley,  Tinsley 
Tyiertown,  Lexie 
Tlipelo,  FBC 
Union,  Linwood 
Vicksburg,  FBC 
Vicksburg,  Highland 
Vicksburg,  Immanuel 
Vicksbui^g,  Woodlawn 
Walnut  Grove,  Walnut  Grove 
Water  Valley,  OTUckalofa 
Winona,  FBC 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


•  CoDipletc  itock  of  ckairi,  tables,  desks  aad 
faraiskiags  for  Classroom,  Library,  Saaday 
Scbool,  Aadltorlam,  Cafeteria  aad  every 
School  aad  Charch  ase. 

,  EYERYTmNG  FOR  HVT|nsin9n[i 

THE  SCHOOL 

AND  CHURCH  MsBBBBmalBWra 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 


We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
_  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


Associations  Distinguished  WMUs 

Alcorn  Neshoba  Washington 

Calhoun  Newton  Wayne 

Jones  Northwest  Webster 

Lamar  Rankin  Winston 

Lincoln  Simpson  Yalobusha 
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GOOD  NEWS  AMERKA 
GCBKWESyOU  ^ 


1st,  Belzoni  to  hold 
100-year  celebration 


Hlltoboro(Scott):  April 6-9;  Sunday,  Corinth,  Heidelberg:  April  6-11;  Calvary.  Braxton:  April  6-13;  Rick 
11  a.m.,  7  p.ni.;  lunch  at  noon;  Sunday,  11  a.ni.,7;30p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  Kennedy, evangelist;  Sunday,  April  13, 
weeknight  services,  7  p.m.;  Wilson  7  pm.;  Grady  Crowell,  director  of  7  p.m..  Biblical  film,  “The  Burning 
Winstead,  pastor.  Briar  Hill,  Florence,  missions  for  Clarke  County,  Hell,”  church  auditorium ;  H.  J.  Ben- 
evangelist;  George  Dukes,  minister  of  evangelist;  special  music  throughout  nett,  pastor, 
music,  Antioch,  Pelahatchie  and  the  week;  Edd  Holloman,  pastor 

employed  with  the  State  Department  -  Macedonia,  Hattiesburg:  April  6-9; 

of  Education,  music;  G.  R.  Ricky  Arrowood,  1201  48th  Avenue,  Meri-  fellowship 

Gray,  pastor.  dian:  April  6-10;  Jim  Jeffries,  ^  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.; 

Svivarena  Wesson- Aoril  6-9- Sun-  Wildwood,  Tupelo,  evangelist;  Ron  ^"y^'”*^'f^stor,publin,  ^n- 
day^il  a Tk;:? 7^;m.t  Oakland  Heights"  Meridian, 

p.m.;  speaker,  Ronald  Meeks  of  Cor-  music;  Sunday  services,  11  a  m.,  7  music, 

inth;  music  director,  Joey  Hart  of  Pm.;  7:30  p.m.  each  week  night;  Temple.  Hattiesburg:  April  6-9;  11 
Wesson;  Donnie  Payne,  pastor.  Robert  Mooney,  pastor.  a  m.;  7  p.m.;  Jim  Keith,  pastor.  First, 

„  ,  „  Richardson,  Tfex.,  evangelist;  Tom 

CountyLine(^nkm):  Apnl6-llJ  Mam  Street,  Mendenhall:  April  Wells,  minister  of  music;  Harry  L. 
p.m.;  Berry  Wilkenson,  Springfield,  13-17;  services nighUy, 7:30p.m.;  S.  W.  Lucenay  pastor. 

Natchez,  conducting  services;  T.  R.  Valentine,  Jackson,  evangelist; 

Darsey,  First,  Butler,  Ala.,  music;  Dewitt  Mitchell,  pastor  East  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia: 

Mark  Deannan,  pastor.  April  6-11;  Sunday,  11  a  m.  and  7  p.m.; 

Willow  Grove,  Collins:  April  6-9;  <<  Mon.-Fri.  11:30a.m.  and 7  p.m.;  Jim- 

services,  Sunday,  11  a  m.,  1:30  p.m.,  Ma^ce^J>wers,drectorof  mis-  n,y  ^  Porter,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew, 
lunch  served,  fellowship  hall;  Mon  -  ?  ®  Association,  speaker,  Panama  City,  Fla.,  preaching;  Sam- 

Wed,  7p.m.;  Kenneth  Stringer,  direc-  McDonald.  Florence,  music; 

tor  of  missions,  Covington-Jeff  Davis  Truman  D.  Scarborough,  pastor; 

AssociaUon,  preaching;  Danny  Moss,  «  II ^in  a  Turner,  minister  of  music. 

S^ii  '"O'^hip;  11  a  m.,  and  Evening  '  Galilee  First.  Gloster:  April  6-9; 

Hilly  rursCT.  pastor.  worship,  6  p.m.;  Moii. -Wed.,  7p.m.;  noon  and  6:30  p.m.;  Fred  Moseley, 

First,  Lauderdale:  April  11-13-  Eddie  Bryant,  pastor.  pastor  emeritus,  Lucedale  Church, 

evening  services,  7:30;  Sunday  mor-  Mount  Vernon,  Newton:  April  6-9;,  ' P^^^ching ;  Miss  Kareri  Hardy, 
ning,  11;  Stanley  Graves,  Hammond,  M.  H.  Waltmon,  pastor  of  Poplar  and  youth. 

La.,  evangelist;  Max  Burris,  Meri-  Springs,  Vardaman,  evangelist;  Bob  Macedonia  Chul*ch,  Brookhaven, 
dian,  music;  Mike  Russell,  pastor.  Strebeck,  music  director;  services  at  Handy  Rich,  pastor. 

.  11  a.m.  and  6:45  p.m.,  Sunday,  and  7  Hebron,  five  miles  south  of  Poplar 

Salem,  Collins:  April  13-16;  Sunday  p.m.  Mon.-Wed. ;  Bill  Hutto,  pastor.  Creek, on  Vaiden  Road.  (Mont- 
services,  11  a  m.  and 6:M  p.m.;  Mon-  gomery I :  April  20-23;  services.  7:30 

Wed,  7  p.m.;  Maurice  Flowers,  three-  Sebastopol,  Sebastopol:  April  6-9;  each  evening;  Williams  Weddle 
tor  of  missions,  Jones  Association,  Sun.,  11a.m.,  6:30 p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  pastor,  Walthail,  Wfebster  Association' 
evangelist;  Don  Odom,  minister  of  7  p.m.;  Courtney  Selvy,  evangelist;  Harvey  Overstmt  music  BillyLit- 
music.  First,  Sumrall,  music;  James  Harry  Daniels,  music;  John  Sharp,  tie,  pastor 
McLemore,  pastor.  pastor. 


IDENTIFY  YOUN  CHURCH  VEHICLES 
Buses  -  Vans  -  Cars  - 
with  NEW  Vinyl  Lettering  - 

•  Fast! 

•  Easy  to  Apply! 

•  Permanent! 

•  Professional! 

•  Economical! 


For  FREE  estimate,  cal 
STAMM  ADVERTISING 
120  Upton  Drive 
Jackson,  Mississgjpi  39209 
(601)  922-3400 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  atyla  to  meet  ovary 
naod.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad 
Write  for  illustrated  price  (older. 

" Intmrnatiormity  known  tpwcmlitts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Build  The 
Family  Life  Center 
You  Need  TodB^, 
Right  Away! 


Bowmar  Avenue  Church,  Vickeburg,  held  a  recognition  service  tor  GAs.  The  theme 
was,  "What  a  Wonderful,  Woriderful  World.” 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  front  row,  Amy  Peters,  Laura  Martin,  Gwen  Guice,  Neeli  Jones. 
Alicia  Guest,  and  Jennifer  Bennett. 

Top  row,  Amy  Radican.  Evette  Guice,  Adrienne  Anthony,  Becky  Martin,  Kimberly 
Carnes,  Shelley  Hall,  and  Amy  Hall. 


e  We  can  help  you  get  financing 
e  Guaranteed  no  budget  overruns' 
e  Masonry,  wood,  or  steel 
•  Let  us  belp  you  make  your  dream 
rrn  a  reality 


Drew  Church,  Drew,  has  just  com-  bear  holding  a  string  of  Valentine 
pleted  redecorating  the  sanctuary,  balloons.  After  a  fellowship  time,  Kay 
fellowship  hall,  and  educational  Fagan  welcomed  the  Keenagers  and 
facilities.  This  includes  painting,  introduced  the  program.  David 
carpeting,  upholstering  pew  seats,  Prevost,  minister  of  music,  led  the 
and  installing  a  sound  system  in  the  group  in  singing  “You  Are  My  Sun- 
balcony.  New  baptistry  (Aperies  and  shine”  then,  assisted  by  his  wife, 
choir  robes  have  been  added,  says  Laura,  they  sang  “You’ve  Done 
Carolyn  B.  lYimer,  church  secretary.  Stomped  on  my  Heart.”  Rich  Malone 
Wilbur  B.  Webb  is  pastor.  formerly  from  Calvary  Church. 

'Dipelo,  now  at  Parkway  Church. 

The  Keenagers  at  First  Church,  Jackson.pantomimed  several  fun 
Pontotoc,  celebrated  Valentine’s  Day  songs  and  gave  a  devotional  pertain- 
with  a  “Bear-ry  Special  Banquet.”  ing  to  the  source  of  real  love  —  Jesus 
The  fellowship  hall  was  decorated  Christ.  A  short  skit  “Liza  and  Henry” 
with  red  and  white  steamers,  hearts,  wasgivenby  pastor  Julian  Fhgan  and 
and  cupids.  Elach  table  was  centered  Kay  Fagan.  Liza  shared  “some 
with  a  vase  of  red  carnations  and  a  secrets  for  a  happy  marriage. 


Rocky  Crook  Church,  Lucedale,  hM  a  recognition  service  recently  for  Acteons. 
The  Theme  was  "His  Way  —  Mine.” 

Pictured  are,  left  to  right,  first  row,  Susanne  Rouse,  queen  regent;  Katy  Havard, 
queen;  Gina  Havard,  flower  girl;  Alison  WiHiamson,  flower  girl;  Vickie  Mason,  queen 
regent. 

Second  row,  Denise  Oungan,  working  on  service  aide;  Amanda  Croom,  queen; 
Heather  Denmark,  queen;  Vicki  Qibson,  queen;  Kay  Dungan,  queen  regent. 

Third  row.  Amy  Reed,  queen  regent;  Krystal  McLeod,  quean  with  scepter;  Amy 
Route,  queen  wNh  soapier;  Ihra  Havard,  queen  regent  in  service;  Becky  Hinton,  queen 
regent. 

Fourth  row,  Rochelle  Dixon,  working  on  service  aide;  Tanya  Stevens,  queen  regent; 
KeHy  Qibaon,  queen  regent  in  service;  Nancy  McCaa,  queen  regent  in  service. 
The  Acteens  and  their  leaders  ware  honored  with  a  reception  after  the  eervice. 
Mrs.  Cheryt  Wifliameon  is  director.  Roy  T.  Myers  is  pastor. 
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Widow  of  marine  killed  in  Lebanon 
sends  $100  for  missions  work  there 


Thomas  P.  Lane,  has  retired  after  John  Fletcher,  died  March  16  at  age 
38  years  as  minister  of  music,  at  77,  in  West  Monroeville,  La.  He  was 
Bellevue  Church,  Memphis.  These  the  father  of  Mrs.  Faye  McHann,, 
will  be  special  tributes  on  April  4  and  employee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
6.  Lane  retired  April  1.  Conventimi  Board.  Before  retirement, 

Mr.  Fletcher  and  his  wife  had  been 
houseparents  at  the  Louisiana  Train¬ 
ing  Institute  In  earlier  years  they  had 
hved  at  Vicksburg.  The  funeral  was 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Crowville, 
La.,  on  March  17.  Survivors  include 
his  wife  and  daughter,  one  sister,  three 
grandchildren,  and  six  great-grand¬ 
children. 


MEMPHIS,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  Jim  Bur¬ 
ton  has  been  named  editor  of  Baptist 
Men’s  materials  for  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Brotherhood  Commission.  Prior 
to  his  employment  at  the  Brotherhood 
Commission,  Burton  was  a  staff 
photographer  at  the  Dallas  Morning 
News  in  Dallas. 


anybody  having  to  live  where  you  dllllOllllCCS  JVlfly  4 
don’t  know  the  next  day  whether  .  » 

iur-  you’re  going  to  live.  There’s  not  just  SeStJUlCClltCIinial 
jj).  hunger.  There’s  killing  and  fighting 

(jgj.  and  suffering.”  Antioch  Church,  a  landmark  mid- 

d  to  After  her  husband’s  death,  she  way  between  Puckett  and  Pelahatchie 
son  became  depressed  and  withdrew  fitxn  in  Rankin  County,  is  among  the  oldest 
■ael  pe<^le  She  credits  the  prayers  of  churches  in  the  state 
the  kllow  Christians  for  the  way  “the  The  chiurch  is  150  years  old,  having 
nis-  Lord  just  really  broke  through,”  giv-  been  organized  in  1836.  The  congrega- 
;  in  ing  her  an  ability  to  take  life  “a  little  tion  will  celebrate  the  church's  ses- 

quicentennial  on  May  4. 

Services  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m. 
with  introduction  of  former  pastors, 
followed  by  a  fellowshipping  foodfest 
—  dinner  on  the  grounds. 

Afternoon  services  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  former  music  directors. 
Larry  Duncan  is  pastor,  and  George 
Dukes  is  minister  of  music. 

“For  150  years  God’s  people  in  the 
Antioch  Baptist  Church  have  felt  the 
blessedness  of  his  leadership,”  states 
Mrs.  Geneva  P.  Quarles,  chairman. 
Publicity  Cmnmittee,  Antioch  CIhurch. 


Mt.  Moriah  (Lincoln) :  March  9-12; 
33  |Ht>fessions  of  faith,  and  three  deci¬ 
sions  for  full-time  (Christian  service; 
Gary  Bowlin,  evangelist;  Ibm  Walsh, 
music ;  averaged  175  in  Sunday  School 
and.  120  in  Cliurch  IVaining  since 
revival,  states  Ronny  Robinson, 
pastor. 


Says  Music  Conference 


Church  body,  not  one  small  group, 
should  hire,  fire  music  minister 


By  Leon  Bedsole' 

.  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  session  of  the  program  included  a  con-'  besidethepastorandotherchurch- 
Music  Conference  met  in  annual  ses-  cert  by  the  sanctuary  choir.  First  called  staff  members ; 
sion,  March  6  at  First  Church,  Clhurch,  Natchez,  directed  by  Ken 

Natchez.  Miller,  minister  of  music.  “Be  It  Resolved  that  we,  the 

One  resolution  was  brought  before  The  Mississiiq;>i  Singing  Church-  membership  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  April  6,  at  the  11  a.m.  service, 
the  (Thurch  Music  Conference  which  men,  handbells,  and  brass  ensemble  tist  Church  Music  Conference,  as-  Crosby  Church,  Oosby,  will  observe 
was  adopted  unanimously.  The  resolu-  also  were  featured  in  a  concert  sembled  this  day,  March  6, 1966,  in  the  its  30th  anniversary  in  its  own 
tion  spoke  on  the  biblical  aspiects  in-  directed  by  Milfred  Valentine,  Jones  First  Baptist  Church  of  Natchez,  building  and  the  67th  year  of  being  an 
volved  in  calling  and  terminating  the  County  Junior  College.  Mississippi,  do  hereby  commend  the  organized  Baptist  church.  A  special 

service  of  its  ministers.  The  business  of  the  conference  method  of  calling  its  ministers  by  ac-  service  is  planned  with  a  covered  dish 

Said  one  minister  of  music  in  ex-  centered  around  election  of  new  of-  tion  of  the  church,  and  we  do  hereby  dinner  to  follow, 
plaining  the  rationale  for  the  resolu-  ficers  for  1986-87:  Chris  Jenkins  -  commend  that  at  such  time  as  the  Howard  Hamrick,  a  native  of 
tion,  “We  feel  the  calling  and  the  ter-  [x^Kident,  First  Church,  Gautier;  Ken  termination  of  services  of  one  of  its  Crosby,  and  now  of  Meridian,  will  be 
mination  of  a  minister  ought  to  he  Miller  -  fx^ident-elect.  First  Church,  ministers  is  considered,  it  shall  be  so  the  featured  speaker.  He  was  the  first 
done  by  action  of  the  church  body,  not  Natchez;  Frank  Stovall  -  vice- 
one  individual  or  small  group.  We  feel  president,  Mississippi  College,  music 
this  is  in  keeping  with  the  New  Testa-  chairman;  Dot  Pray  -  secretary- 
ment  teaching  that  the  minister  is  a  treasurer.  Colonial  Heights  Church, 
servant  of  the  whole  church  body.”  Jackson  and  Church  Music  Depart- 
The  opening  session  was  a  luncheon  ment  consultant, 
featuring  a  talk  by  Ibd  Stanton,  music  The  conference  also  reaffirmed  a 

missionary  to  Argentina,  sharing  public  school  music  brochure  drawn 
some  of  the  wmii  that  he  and  his  wife,  up  from  the  1965  conference  session 
Mary,  are  doing  as  well  as  reports  regarding  the  encouraging  of  the  ex- 
from  other  musk  missionaries.  pansion  and  development  of  music 
William  J.  Resmolds,  associate  pro-  edi^cation  programs  in  schools 
fessor  of  Church  Music,  Southwestern  throughout  the  state  Mississippi 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  highlighted  the  and  pledging  the  support  of  the 
afternoon  session  with  two  addresses:  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
“The  Ihilosophy  of  Worship”  and  Conference. 

“Planning  of  Worship  Services.”  The  conference  voted  to  meet 

Reynolds  stressed  to  the  church  March  19:20,  1987,  at  First  Church, 
musician  that  he  is  a  leader  in  wor-  Grenada,  in  conjunction  with  the  Sing- 
ship  and  must  be  willing  to  assume  ing  Churchmen  retreat, 
the  responsibilities  of  helping  his  con-  The  text  of  the  resolution  is) 
gregation  understand  what  worship  is  “Whereas,  the  Bible  clearly  speaks 
and  how  to  accomplish  it.  His  second  of  differing  ministries  withii^  the 
talk  centered  around  involving  the  church;  and  whereas  no  dlear 
congregation  as  the  participants  of  hierarchy,  hegemony  or  priority  of 
worship  and  not  the  audience.  ministries  is  set  forth  in  the  Bible; 

Mini-concerts  were  presented  in  the  and  whereas  Southern  Baptists  teach 
afternoon  by  musk  faculty  members  in  their  churches,  colleges,  and 
of  Mississippi  (Colleges :  Ed  Ludlow  of  seminaries,  and  through  their  printed 
Blue  Mountain  College;  and  Jeff  literature,  the  sanctity  of  each  per- 
McLelland,  Josephine  D’Arpa,  and  son^  call  under  God;  and  whereas  the 
Gene  Winters,  all  of  William  Carey  ministry  of  music  is  called  by  the 
College  School  of  Music.  The  evening  local  congregation  to  labor  with  them 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Gas  gives  you  more  tor  your  money. 


Doctor  Guaranteed 
Cure  for  Psoriasis 


considered  by  the  church  at  large,  and  to  be  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Crosby 
so  duly  acted  upon  and  executed  by  Church  in  August  1949,  and  in  July 
the  church  as  befits  the  Body  of  1951,  was  ordained  there.  Special 
Christ,  whose  founder  is  the  embodi-  music  will  be  directed  by  Fred  A. 
ment  of  love,  forgiveness,  compassion,  Humes,  music  director.  Arnold  L. 
and  grace.  Chavers  is  the  pastor. 

Byram  youths  at  lock-in 
will  play  softball  at  1  a.m. 

The  youth  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram  are  planning  a  lock-in  for  Fri¬ 
day  night,  April  4,  from  9  p.m.,  until  the  next  morning  at  9. 

Midnight  and  sunrise  devotional  services  will  be  held. 

The  charge  will  be  $6.00  for  a  spaghetti  supper,  and  breakfast.  Youths  of 
the  area  are  invited. 

Entertainment  will  include  games  and  contests ;  special  music  by  the  BSU 
g^p  from  Mississippi  College,  the  Priorities;  and  movies.  A  softball  game 
will  be  played  at  1  a.m.  Those  attending  should  bring  their  baseball  glove, 
and  wear  something  comf(»1able. 

For  additional  information,  youths  may  call  372-3156  or  (after  5)  372-4043. 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

_,^,:5vsteeples-crosses 

WATER  HEATERS 
/-Thai  toii.  nwrN 


-  ..fflRQADMAN 

SpeciaKzsd  toftirare  for: 

V  iMSPnDSfinip 

•  Stewardship 

•  Word  Procassing 
a  AocounUng 

a  Proapacts 
a  Atlandanca 
a  Madia  Library 

Plus,  IBM  ParsonaKkxnpulars,  Data 
(3anaral  OasMop  Qanaration  oom- 
pulars,  forms,  suppHas,  and  accas- 
sorlas.  For  information  contact: 

Church  Information  Syatam 
127  NInlh  Avanua,  North 
NashvMa,  TN  37234 
(615)251-3604 
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Meadow  Grove  goes  over  goal, 
eats  food  from  fifty  states 

At  Meadow  Grove  Church.  Brandon,  March  iB,  the  $1,000  Easter  of¬ 
fering  goal  was  exceeded  in  one  call  to  the  altar  by  Pastqr  Rick  Ken¬ 
nedy;  $1,315.92  was  received  and  following  the  service  a  home  missions 
luncheon  was  served.  The  WMU  prepared  ‘stately  dishes’  from  all  50 
states  of  the  Union.  “Thlk  about  smng  the  country  on  a  plate!  From  col¬ 
lection  plate  to  calorie  plate.  God  blessed  it  all,”  said  a  participant. 


VILLAGE  VIEW 

aptUt  QWiUrttCs 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  liJxecutive  Director 
_ P,  O.  Box  11308,  Jackson.  MS  39213,  (601)  922-2242 

Gifts  of  Honor,  and  Memory 

F^ruary  26  -  March  12,  1986 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive  meaningful  and  hel|rful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopeful¬ 
ly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  request,  those  who  are  and  have 
t^n  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mn.  Alice  H.  Pierce 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  C.  B.  Minyard 
Mrs.  Alice  Herriag  Pierce 
Katherine  W.  Melton 
Mildred  W.  Porter 
Janr  R.  Patton  Powell 
Mrs  W.  B.  Kenna 
Mrs.  Erin  Power 
Mrs.  Lorena  R  Peeler 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Harden 
Mr.  Jim  Pratt 
Bill  k  Ruth  Rigby 
Mrs.  Vera  Price 
Robert  Lee  Nicholas 
Jim  Purvis 

.  First  Baptist  Church,  Corinth 
Louise  Googe 
Mrs.  Mary  Belle  Ragland 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Carl  M  Kelly 
Mr.  Woodrmv  RaiMy 
Deacons  of  Rawls  Springs  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg 
Mrs.  Meddle  Rasberry 
Claudine  Davis 
Sue  Reynolds 
Margueiitte  D.  Reed 
Bryant  A.  Reed,  Sr. 

Mr.  Roy  Rhine 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Hayden  Herring 
Roy  J.  Rhine 
Katherine  W.  Melton 
Mrs.  Edwin  Richardson 
Opal  R  Osborn  i 
Mr.  Earl  Richmond 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Earl  R  Hinton  k  Virginia 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Thomas  Walters 
Mrs.  Shirley  Ripley 
Walter  Bargee 
Mrs.  Atlec  RiSher 
Thomas  k  Bobbie  Risher 
Mrs.  Birdie  Rohhins 
Mrs  Elma  Robertson 
Mrs.  Myriis  Robbins 
George  Roberts 
Ann  Southerland 
Mri.  Mary  Y.  RoherU 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Hall 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Watters 
Richard  Angu  RoherU,  M,D, 

Ms.  Daisy  Roberts 
Vivian  Rodgers 
Nell  W  DUmuke 
Charles  W.  Roe 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  W.  Holliday  k  Usa 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wayne  Parks  k 
Family 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  ’nmuny  Vbung 
Mrs.  Martha  Rogers 
Brownie  L..  Peden 
Mrs.  Georgia  RoUias 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dennis  Jordan 
Mr.  CUriord  Rosier 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Jimmy  Rnnnels 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Jack  Parker 
Mr.  T.  J.  Raticdge 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Posey 
Mr.  Arden  Sadler 
Burnell  k  Evelyn  Hitt 
Mr  k  Mrs.  W.  G.  Clark 
W.  W.  Spiley 
Mr  k  Mrs  A.  J.  Davis 
W.  W.  Salley 
Adult  Choir,  Cleveland 
W.  W.  Salley 
J.  M.  Fr>«r 
Mrs.  Blanche  Server 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Cecil  Seale 
Mrs.  Lola  Schenck  ' 

Judy  Bryant  ft  Family 
Mrs.  L.  L.  Stroud 
Mr.  A.  T.  Scboolar 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  L.  McGregor  ft 
Sonya 

Rena  Lora  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Pearl  Scott 
Joe  ft  Geraldine  Lindigrin 
Mrs.  WllUe  Clower  (E.W.)  Scott 
Mary  Van  Namen 
J.  R.  Gouldinan 
W.  A.  ft  Deloris  Dunaway 


Mrs.  Raymond  Booth 
M  A  Watkins 
Mrs.  Ben  W.  Scruggs 
The  Callie  D.  Chism  Sunday 
School,  Hollandale 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles -W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  James  A.  Harvey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chester  Goodwin 
David  Holland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  A.  Currey,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Ifrs.  J.  A.  Newton 
Bank  of  Hollandale 
J.  T.  ft  Elizabeth  Ray 
Adrene  B.  Hollingsworth 
James  T.  Hollingsworth 
Ellen  ft  Marcus  Treadway 
Eddie  Seibtdir 
Drew  ft  Hope  WelU 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Seidman 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Lewis 
Mrs.  Joy  Seki 
Mrs  E.  L.  Phillips 
Miss  Martha  Ruth  Phillips 
Mrs.  L'dell  Sessions 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
William  Freeman  Shields 
Fay  A.  Davis 
Mr.  Fred  Shows 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Euree  Grantham  ft 
Eric 

Rev  .  Bert  SiMey 
Drk.  Hesdorffer  ft  Louis 
C.  D.  Simpson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Alton  Neal 
Mildred  W  Porter 
.  Katherine  W.  Melton 
Mrs.  Meade  S.  Simpson 
Texie  1  Prather 
Dorothy  M.  Ingram 
Mr.  J.  R  Sims 
Edith  M  Aldridge 
Fred  ft  Rose  Powers 
Mr.  ft  K'rs.  A.  J.  Davis  ' 

Mrs.  Mary  Etta  Sims 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Garth  S.  Ingram 


Mrs.  Rachel  Thornton 
Rebekah  K.  Myers 
Mrs.  Ruth  Ihler 
Mr  ft  Mrs  WiUie  R  Badon  ' 
Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  'Rimey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Louis  Marsalis 
MUs  Roseann  Turnage 
Mr  ft  Mrs  R  1.  Lee 
Mr.  Harold  'Dimer 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Bratton 
Mr.  Jake  Turaipsecd 
Bess  ft  John  Ray 
Mr.  Hardy  DeVoe  Vise 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clemon  Wall 
Mrs.  Mattie  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  P  E.  Garst 
.Mrs.  Rath  Motley  Walker 
Mrs.  George  D.  Lyon 
Mrs.  Elma  Rae  Ware 
R.  M.  Sumrall 
Mrs.  Eunice  Warrington 
Margaret  ft  Carman  Dixon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  W  Grantham 
Janis  Watkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Myers 
Mamye  Watkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Myers 
PaUy  Watkins 
Mr.  Ir  Mrs.  George  Myers 
Thny  Weathers 

James  ft  Peggy  Stewart.  Marcia, 
Rick  ft  Trey  Miley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  W.  Weems 
FOresF  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Emettinr  West 
Mrs.  W.  Zack  Huggins 
Mrs.  T.  W.  West 
Miss  Rebecca  Perkins 
Robert  L.  Whitehead 
Dorothy  McLain 
Mr.  J.  W.  Whitfield 
Mf.  ft  Mrs  Jack  Parker 
Joe  Brooks  Whitten 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Walter  Chittom 


John  Cope  ft  SUff  of  Bank  of  Mr.  Colaa  Williams 


Hollandale 
Mr.  J.  E.  Sianghler 
Mrs  J.  E.  Wilson 
Mrs.  Bess  Smith 
Ibinmy  ft  Peggy  Ihylor 
John  Smith 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  M.  E.  Randle 
Garnet  Smith.  Jr. 

Virginia  Brown 
Paul  SUples 
Kay  Daugherty 
Mrs.  Pauline  Stegall 
Mrs.  Amelia  Geiselbreth 
Hawkins 

Mrs.  Charlene  Stepp 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Lon  Ollie  Stinson 
KoMa  Springs  Community 
Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Stone 
H.  E.  Wilkinson 
Gladys  Cruise 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Hofer 
Mrs.  Maadr  Strickland 
Algie  Moore 

Dorothy  Nettles  ft  Family 
Judy  Boykin  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Iva  SulHvan 
Mrs.  Opal  H.  Green 
Elisha  Sutton 
Aileen  S.  Gallaway 
Robert  Thylor 
Miss  Rebecca  Perkins 
Mr.  Charles  Terry 
Diane  ft  Robert  Bradford 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Thomas 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Rice 
Mrs.  Beulah  Thompson 
Mrs  Lucille  Moore 
Mrs.  P.  L.  Thompson 
Fred  ft  Modesta  Roberts 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roony  Seidan  ft  Mace 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Thompson 
Mrs.  AHne  E.  bine 
Mr  ft  Mn.  W.  E.  Clower 
Mr.  J.  J.  Thsmtsu 
Mrs.  Amos  Arender,  Sr. 


Ms.  Marjorie  McGarrh 
Ms.  Dorothy  Watkins 
Mr.  D.  J.  WiWams 
Minnie  Lee  Hester.  Leon  ft  Faye 
Dick  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Moore 
Jessie  Mae  Williams 
Randy  ft  Ann  Dillon 
Mr.  Ralph  WillUms 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  EUis  Bl^t  ft 
Cameron 
Carrol  Wilson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  R.  M  May 
Mr.  Ray  Wise 

Mrs  J  F  WiUiams  Sue  ft  Hettie 
Mrs.  Ada  Wsffsrd 
Me  ft  Mrs  T.  C  O'Neal 

Mr.  Gastfu  Woo>».Ck,._„,.— _ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Euree  Grantham  ft 
Eric 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ford  Bishop  ,, 
Hunter  Woods 
Ray  ft  Nellie  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Lars  (Rosalie)  Wright 
Frank  ft  Arm  Jones 
Mrs  J  W  Pope 
Mrs.  Edith  EMse  Youngblood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Myers 

March  13-March  26 

Mr.  Richard  H.  Abbey 
Mrs.  Fredna  V.  Pearson 
J.  J.  Webb,  11  Fhmily 
J.  J.  Webb.  Ill  Family 
Margaret  Williams  ft  Fhmily 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Leo  Hill.  Ill 
Mrs.  E.  E.  (Ruth)  Adams 
Ffeith  Sunday  School,  Meridian 
Mrs.  Pearl  Adams 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  R  M  Bullock 
Mrs.  Iva  B.  Aiken 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lewis  Buford 
Mrs.  Annie  Aiaswarth 
Ruth  Valentuie  ft  Childten 
Mrs.  D.  O.  A  In, worth 
Guy  ft  Doris  McClure 


Mrs.  Clay  AMy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  Grantham 
Mr.  Henry  (Buddy)  Andrews 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Bin^iam 
Mrs.  Mildred  Arnold  ' 

Mrs.  Oma  G.  Scott 
Evelya  Bailey 
Edna  ft  Curtis  MUler 
Marshall  Beard 
Marvin  ft  Tip  Jacob 
Mrs.  Blaache  Beardswsrth 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  A.  R.  Mauriocourt 
Mrs.  Eliaorc  Beck 
Howard  ft  Inaz  Treadway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dick  Catledge 
Friendship  Sunday  School, 
HoUandale 
David  Bennett 
Cecil  ft  Frances  Miller 
.Mrs.  Josephine  BevUI 
Howard  Grantham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Mr.  James  Albert  Bishep 
B(r.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Anderson,  Jr. 
J.W'.  BlackweU 
Russell  ft  Ustane  Butler 
WUUam  E.  Blalock 
Swiftwater  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Bowie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves 
Mrs.  Rase  Boykin 
Mrs.  Birdie  W.  Tiiggie 
Mrs.  George  (Ruth  Oneal) 
Bradshaw 

Mr.  ft  Bfrs  WUlie  B.  Badon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Everett  Wilson 
Rosa  Bridges 

Dorcas  Sunday  School.  Vicksburg 
Mr.  W.  Lamar  Bridges 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  W.  Penn 
Mr.  Preston  Braoks 
J.  R.  Gouldman 
Howard  ft  Inez  Treadway 
John  David  Buckley 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Clifton  Moble 
Martha  Jean  TTU 
Mis.  Pearl  Bums 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Kennedy 
T.E.L.  Sunday  Stdiool.  Magee 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Bams 
Miss  Vanie  L.  Bpms 
Eddie  Bash.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  W  Adams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hobert  Daniels 
Frank,  Ann,  Henry,  John  ft 
Walter  Jonds 
WilHam  Albert  Buskirfc 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ja<k  L.  Marshall 
Mrs.  Kathrya  Butts 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cou  ft  Jo 
Kathryn 

Mrs.  Grace  W.  Byrd 
C.  A.  “Bud”  Moore 
Miss  Loraine.  Norman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dutch  Fanner 
Mrs.  Albert  M.-(Gracr>  Campbell 
Margaret  Williams  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Leo  HiU.  HI 
Mr.  Phil  Caraathaa 
Mrs.  P.  T.  Camathan 
Mr.  J.  V.  Carr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  E  Hannah 
Mrs.  Roy  Carroll 
Guy  ft  Doris  McClure 
Ihrry  Cartwright 
Peggy  Williams 
Mrs.  Elma  Case 
Mrs.  Oma  G.  Scott 
Mrs.  P.  J.  Case 
The  CTuiies  R.  Pope  Family 
W.  C.  Cathey 

Miss  Haimah  Patterson-Jones 
Mr.  RaynaM  Chii 
Betty  ft  Bud  Thigpen 
Mrs.  Ana  W.  Clark 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Prentiss  G.  Co* 

Pal  Clark 

Van  Vlect  Baptist  CWureh 
Mrs.  Wssdrow  Clark 
Karl  ft  Nancy  McGraw 
Mr.  Ray  Cahb 
Fint  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Sister  of  Mn.  Ana  Callirr 
Helen  M.  Fore 
John  Edward  (“Ed”)  Cane 
Mn.  W.  L.  Thompson 
Mn.  Maude  T  Orr 
W.  T.  Caotilow.  Jr. 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Herman  Mas(m 
Mr  ft  Mn  J  L.  Corley 
Mn.  Bertha  Cas 
Betty  ft  Bixi  Thigpen 
Mr.  Jahn  Edward  Crowe 
William  ft  Eddie  Lou  PeacoiHi 
Mn.  lola  Cramp 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Robert  E.  Denson 
John  B.  Cnaaingham 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Charles  M.  Cade 
H.  E.  Daves 
John  ft  June  Watkini 
Mn.  Muse  Davia 
Mn.Rowe  Rbett 
Mn.  Rowe  Rhett 
Mrs.  Charici  (NeM)  Dcnaia 
Mr  ft  Mn.  R.  J.  Boyte 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  William  P  Everett 


Erin  Oichcnoo 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Richard  HaselwiMd 
Mr.  Aubrey  L.  DHIard 
Cumbertand  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  E.  U  Dauglas 
The  Norman  O’Neals 
Frederick  E.  ft  Lillian  C. 

Williams 

Charles  Deaa  Dunlap 

Joyce  Chittom 
Delmer  E.  Edwarda 
Dorothy  ft  Clyde  C.  Parker 
Mr.  Oris  L.  Edwards 
Mr  ft  Mn.  W.  J.  Thompson,' Jr. 
Young  Married  Sunday  School, 

Slate  Springs 
Mr  ft  Mn.  C.  N.  Wray 
Norene  West 
Charles  H.  Evans 
Swiftwater  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Mande  Fergnson 
SaixHuary  Choir,  Purvis 
Mr.  Lewis  Ferrell 
Bertha  L.  Newcomb 
Mn.  Amanda  Fard 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Dutch  Farmer 
Mr.  Ingram  Foster 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Fred  E.  Kennedy 
Jay  Garnett 
Mn.  Unry  Smith 
Sister  of  Mn.  Owen  L.  Garrett 
Mn.  Owen  L.  Garrett 
Vivian  M.  George 
Mn.  Ibm  S.  Glenn 
Mn.  Alma  GUHs 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Billy  F.  Ferrell 
Mr.  Grover  Glenn 
Sunshine  Simday  School,  luka 
Mn.  Loaise  Gooch 
Mn.  Sue  Hawkins 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Lester  Gordon 
Mn.  Walter  Lee 
Mn.  B.  John  Offutt 
Mr.  Earl  Graves 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Albert  A.  Greene 
Dorothy  ft  Oyde  C.  Parker 
Mn.  Thelma  Greer 
Doris  A.  Pace 
Hall  Griffin 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Otis  Evans 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  E.  Pritchett 
Jerry  Ray  Grisset,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Will  Ban«U 
Bill  Barrett 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Prentiss  G.  Cok 
James  K.  Halford 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  BiUy  R.  Havard 
Alice  Jabe  Hammond 
James  W.  Hammond 
Mn.  Olivia  Hanaa 
Mr  ft  Mn.  John  T.  Keeton,  Jr. 
L.  W.  Harmon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dwight  Harmond 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  N.  L.  Burton 
Mn.  Bertha  Hartfield 
Nella  ft  Oetus  McCurley 
Mr.  Claadc  Hatcher 
Mn.  Earline  Keith 
Mn.  Cerinae  N.  Havard 
Sarah  N  Shaw 
Mr.  HsiHs  Havers 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Sam  Langley 
Mr.  Hamer  Hawkins 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Walton  Hughes 
S.  F.  Higginbothani 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Robert  E.  Smith 
Stephanie  Renee  HiU 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Earl  HUI.  Jr 
Mr.  A.  N.  Hisseax 
Mn.  Louise  S.  Hisscoa 
TYavis  Hitt 
Gene  ft  Betty  Cryder 
Mn.  Freddie  Hedge 
Mn.  Florence  Richardson 
Mn.  Ja(di  Alexander 
Mr.'  Everette  HsWngewnrth 
Desiree  Black  Stacy  ft  Class  of 
'M,  Sturgis 


Mn.  Latha  Holmes 
Bud  Thigpen 
IMrs.  Ethel  Hand 
Mn  Eugenu  Martin 
Charles  H.  Hooker.  Sr. 

Mr  ft  Mn.  W  Baldwin  Lloyd 
Mn.  Joe  T.  Odlc 
Virginia  RitU 
Mrs.  Darn  Hartao 
Kate  W.  Gordon 
Mr.  Ray  Horton 
Mr  ft  Mn  John  T  Keeton,  Jr 
Charles  Hndsoo 
Opal  Dayne  ft  David  Green 
Mr.  W.  Z.  Huggins 
Seniar  Bible  Class,  Quitman 
Mr.  Cal  HnU 

Seniar  Bible  Class,  Quitman 
Mn.  W.  O.  Hnnt 
Mn.  Myrtle  L.  Adams 
Adelaide  Hnaler 
Georgia  Clarke 
Elizabeth  Wicks 
Mn.  OscUa  Hutchinson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  F.  H.  Hammond 
Ruth  SuiMlay  School.  Marks 
Mn.  Eflie  Irwin 
Mn.  Betty  D.  Jensen 
Lemnel  ft  Hazel  Jerrcll 
Lamont  Jarrell 
Bill  ft  YvofUie  Wblverton 
Mn.  E.  T.  Jenkins 
Carol  J.  Earnest 
JeweU  Jahnsoa 
Mr  ft  Mn.  ban  (hooper 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Joe  Cooper 
Dr.  Wniiam  T.  Jahnsau 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lewis  Buford 
Mr.  Bonnie  Ray  Janes 
Fint  Baptist  Church,  Bude 
Mn.  Minnie  Kelley 
Mn.  Lametta  Knight 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hiram  L.  Ltnch 
Mn.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mn  A.  L.  McMUUn.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  W.  Kirk 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  ftt  H.  GuUedge 
Mr.  Doaglas  M.  I  anraster 
,  Mr  ft  Mn.  Prentiss  G.  Cok 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Devere  Lancaster 
Dr.  Sam  Leggia 
Mary  Hartford 
Mn.  Amy  R.  Lewis 
E.  W.  Permenter 
Roger  ft  Myrtis  Scarborough 
Waldo  &  Liaicy 
Mrs.  AmaUta  P.  Furr 
Mr.  W.  A.  (Back)  Lntt 
Yoimg  Married  I  Semday  School. 
Winona 

E.  i.  -Baddy”  Madden 
Mary  Dudley 
Robert  Regan 
Mr.  M.  &  MaUan 
Kelley  ft  Jean  TYavis 
Billie  Sue  Martin 
W.  C  Hathorn 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Leroy  Mason 
Mn  Mary  Lee  Lowrey 
Mr.  Leroy  Mason 
Mn.  Dcaiglas  C  Farr 
Shondra  May 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Dale  Rogen 

Mr.  Spnrgeon  MayfieM 
Seekers  Sunday  School,  Jackson 
Jar  McCUaahao 
Adult  II  Sunday  School, 
(^ohimbus 
Mn.  Roth  Mehan 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  DuUdi  Farmer 
W.S.  (Woody)  Montgomery 
Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mr.  Herbert  Moore 
Mr  ft  Mn  Leo  HiU.  Ill 
Jerry  Raodel  (Randy)  Maarr 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Lee  McWiUiams  ft 
JoMph 

Catherine  Margaa 
Wayne  ft  Becky  Herbert 


IJKie  Lalhcn  Marfan 
Wayne  ft  Becky  Herbert 
Mn.  Jewell  Mens 
Mr  ft  Mn  James  A.  Miller 
Bey  H.  NaU 
Evelyn  ThrendgiU 
B.  J.  Nettles 
Crosby  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Estelle  Newtsn 
TheoT.  DuBoiae 
Gracber  Brothen.  Inc. 

Mr.  Ithsm  .Nichols 
Mr.  ft  Mn  H  E  Bjshop 
Mn.  Frankie  Notaa 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Sam  Langley 
Mn.  Howard  O’Keefe 
Margaret  Williams 
John  O-NeU 
Bonnie  Cook 
Helen  E  Ketsheimer 
Ken  Oswalt 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Thddy  L.  Cummins 
Mn.  Helen  Boyette  Onsley 
Carol  Brum^ 

Robert  Palmer 
Mrs.  Len  Martin 
Mn.  Enia  K.  Parker 
Dorothy  ft  CLyde  C  Parker 
Mn.  Rath  A.  Parker 
Dorothy  ft  Clyde  C.  Parker 

(To  ^  Continued) 
Gifts  Of  Honor 

Mn.  Mabel  Aslry 
Dr.  ft  Daisy  Cooper 
Jennie  Sue  CoKharp 
Dr.  Gary  Berry 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Boyce  Keatii^ 

Rev.  ft  Mn.  James  A.  Brelaad 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Bob^  Hannaford 
Josatbas  ft  Jndson  Brows 
.NeU  Wym 

Mn.  Jeanette  Doaglas 
Jeanette  Douglas  BiUe  Class. 
Magee 

First  Baptist  Church  Grecswssd 
S»»«  ... 

Virginia  S.  Long 

(hUdrea  ft  Grandchildrra  ef  Rnh\ 
'Foster 
Ruby  G  Foster 
Dr.  David  E.  HaH 
Fint  Baptist  Church  BYW,  West 
Point 

Mn.  Rnhy  Rose  Hamiltaa 
Ruth  A  Furey 
Mn.  .Ana  Haaaalard 
Virginia  P.  Arbogast 
Mrs.  James  Hargrove, 

'  Sefraity  “ '  Sunday  .  Scfaii^ . 

Greenwood  '  -  .  ' 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Wyatt  Hunter 
Lydia  Sunday  Sedmoi.  McComb 
Mn.  Etta  B.  KnigM 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  M.  L.  “Soaay"  Knight 
Juanita  W.  Knight 
Mr  M  L.  ‘Soany  ”  Knight 
Rev.  Thamas  P.  Lane  ft  Ui 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  Lawrence 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jar  W.  Lang 
WiTlie  C  Sapp 
Roy  Lee  Mc.Alnm 
Mr  ft  Mn.  J  W  Carter 
Miss  ElhH  McCarty  , 

Ruth  Sunday  Sidioal.  ITip^ 

Dr.  KermM  D.  McGregor 
Paul  H.  Jones 
Mrs.  Mavis  Miller 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  West  Point 
A.  P.  Rose 

Ruby  Rose  Hamilton 
Fraak  Skswhiseky 
Tbmmy  ft  i¥ggy  Thylor 
Herman  Simpoaa 
Cascilla  Baptist  Church 
Rev.  Dannie  Stewart 
Mr.  ft  Mn  C.  C  Shsdrach 
Mrs.  lanis  Thbb 
TEX.  Sunday  SdiooL  Charleston 


Ninotoon  young  poopift  from  Pearl  River  Junior 
College  apent  ttieir  Sprirtg  Holidays  painting  and 
working  at  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  of  Tha 
Baptist  CMIdfwn’a  Vlllaga.  Accompanying  tha 
group  was  BIN  Kilpatrick,  BSU  Oiractor  at  Pearl 
River  Junior  College. 


•  Uniform:  A  hope  built  on  truth 

•  Bible  Book:  A  hew  beginning  in  Jerusalem 

•  Life  and  Work:  Christ  is  Lord 


A  hope  built  on  truth 


By  Gus  Merritt 

II  John  and  III  John;  Focal  passage: 

II  John  1-11;  III  John  2-4 
The  sender  and  recipient  of  the  se¬ 
cond  letter  <rf  the  Apostle  John  are  not 
identified  by  name  in  the  open  verse. 
This  was  probably  due  to  the  danger 
of  the  times  in  which  the  letter  was 
written.  The  sender  is  identified  as 
“the  elder.”  “nie  elder  not  so  much  in 
regard  to  age  as  to  his  responsibility 
as  spiritual  leader  and  teacher.  The 
internal  evidence  of  the  letter  makes 
John  the  Apostle  the  writer.  The  reci¬ 
pient  is  identified  as  “the  elect  lady.” 

Some  believe  a  Christian  mother 
and  her  children  are  the  recipients  of 
the  letter.  One  argument  foe  this  is  the 
threefold  invocation  of  grace,  mercy 
and  peace  found  in  verse  three.  This 
threefold  invocation  is  only  used  to  ad¬ 


dress  individuals  where  it  appears  in 
other  writings  of  the  New  Testament 
(I  Timothy  1:2;  II  Timothy  1:2;  Titus 
1:4).  Others  believe  the  letter  was  sent 
to  one  of  the  churches  in  the  general 
vicinity  of  John’s  territory. 

The  reason  for  writing  this  letter  is 
“For  the  truth’s  sake  (v.  2)  and  to  en¬ 
courage  those  who  know  the  truth  to 
walk  in  the  truth.  There  were 
deceivers  going  about  the  churches 
and  teaching  the  false  doctrine  that 
Jesus  Christ  had  not  come  in  the  flesh 
and  would  never  come  in  the  flesh. 
'These  deceivers  were  most  likely  the 
Gnostics.  The  Gnostics  believed  all 
matter  was  evil  and  a  holy  God  could 
not  possibly  inhabit  human  flesh. 
Th^  deni^  the  humanity  Jesus 
teaching  that  He  was  only  a  phantom 
and  not  real  flesh  (v.  7). 


A  new  beginning 


By  Billy  McKay 
Eira  1:1-3:13 

Introduction.  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  and 
Esther  were  historical  books  written 
after  the  70  years  captivity.  The 
reason  for  the  captivity  is  explained 
in  Lev.  26:32-35  and  2  Chron.  36:21 
where  Israel  was  ctmimanded  to  let 
the  land  rest  every  seventl^iear.  They 
ignored  this  for  490  years.  ’Therefore, 
God  decided  to  put  the  whole  nation 
in  jail  in  Babylon  for  70  years  to  make 
up  for  the  years  the  land  did  not  get 
its  rest.  Jeremiah  explained  this  in 
Jer.  25:11.  Daniel  understood  by 
reading  Jeremiah  that  the  length  of 
the  captivity  would  be  70  years  (cf. 
Dan.  9:2). 

Some  background  facts  on  the  book 
of  Ezra  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Penman.  ’The  writer,  Ezra, 
was  a  very  versatile  man.  He  is  a 


biblical  character  who  has  not  receiv¬ 
ed  proper  recognition  for  his  work. 
First,  he  was  a  scribe  in  the  law  of 
Moses  (7:6,11).  He  organized  the 
synagt^ue  and  founded  the  order  of 
the  scribes.  Since  scribes  made  copies 
of  the  word  of  God,  we  might  say  that 
he  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Zerox 
COOT  inachine!  EIzra  helped  settle  the 
61a  l^ament  canon  and  arranged 
the  Psalms.  Second,  he  was’ a  priest 
(7:11,12,21;  10:10,16).  Thirdly,  Ezra 
was  a  great  evangelist  and  reformer 
(cf.  Neh.  8).  Fourth^,  many  scholars 
feelhe  wrote  1  &  2  Chron.  and  Psa.  119. 

2.  'The  Period.  Ezra  was  written 
after  the  captivity  (1:1).  At  this  time 
Haggai  and  Zechariah  were  en¬ 
couraging  the  people  in  the  rebuilding 
of  the  temple 

3.  'The  Purpose.  First,  the  book 
records  two  returns  of  people  from 


The  truth  which  John  encourages 
them  to  hold  to  and  walk  in  is  the 
teachings  concerning  Christ  as  well  as 
the  teachings  of  Christ.  The  word 
translated  “doctrine”  is  the  word  for 
teach.  'The  false  teachers  were  not  on¬ 
ly  refusing  to  fdlow  the  true  teachings 
but  they  were  “transgressing”  (v.  9). 
'The  word  “transgresseth”  means  “to 
go  beyond.”  'They  were  going  beyond 
what  had  been  taught  as  the  truth. 
This  false  approach  is  being  followed 
today  thoM  who  are  involved  in  the 
cults.  'The  culls  believe  they  have 
received  some  “new  revelation”  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Scriptures.  'The  cults  also 
either  deny  the  humanity  of  the  deity 
of  Jesus  —  mostly  the  deity. 

'Two  things  must  be  kept  in  mind  in 
dealing  with  false  teachers.  First,  we 
are  not  to  have  fellowship  with  them 
in  any  way  (vs.  10-11),  not  only  are  we 
not  to  allow  them  into  our  homes  but 
we  are  not  to  even  give  afflrmative 
greetings.  In  so  doing  we  become 


“partakers  of  their  evil  deeds”  (v.  11). 
'The  wwd  “partakers”  comes  from  the 
word  translated  fellowship.  'Therefore 
we  are  not  to  place  our  stamp  of  ap¬ 
proval  upon  them  in  any  way.  'The 
word  for  ‘^deeds”  is  really  the  word  for 
“works.”  V/orks  go  farther  than  deeds. 

Second,  we  are  to  love  one  another 
(vs.  5-6).  The  church  at  Ephesus  was 
zealous  for  orthodoxy  but  had  left 
their  first  love  (Rev.  2:2,  4).  In  our 
zeal  to  combat  false  teachings,  we 
must  be  careful  that  we  do  it  in  the 
spirit  of  love.  'There  can  be  no  real 
fellowship  with  the  ones  who  teach  er¬ 
ror,  but  we  cannot  allow  our  stand  to 
cause  us  to  be  unloving.  Without  love, 
we  cannot  reach  the  erring  ones. 

'Die  need  to  (^n  the  homes  of 
Christians  for  hospitality  in  John’s  day 
was  because  the  church  met  in  homes. 
Also,  the  teachers  and  preachers 
travelled  about  from  one  place  to 
another.  They  were  poor  materially 
and  needed  a  place  to  stay.  'This 


AiicMili  uMii  un;  ^^iirisiiiins  snouia  oe 
hospitable  but  also  careful  not  to  allow 
the  false  teachers  to  come  into  their 
homes.  'These  false  teachers  came 
^  under  the  guise  of  true  teachers. 
Notice  how  the  cults  practice  decq;>- 
tion  in  order  to  gain  entrance  into 
homes. 

John’s  third  letter  is  addressed  to 
Gaius.  Gaius  was  a  devout  C3u-istian 
who  opened  his  home  to  the  Christian 
teachers  and  ^aeachers.  Fbr  his  Chris¬ 
tian  hospitality,  he  was  highly  com¬ 
mended.  Gaius  not  only  believed  the 
truth  but  he  walked  in  the  truth  (vs. 
3-4).  Apparently  Gaius  was  led  to 
salvation  in  Christ  the  Apostle 
John  (v.  4).  Sometimes  it  is  difficult 
to  get  church  members  to  have 
visiting  preachers  and  teachers  in 
their  homes,  especially  during 
revivals  and  Bible  conferences.  May 
we  be  more  like  Gaius! 

Gus  Merritt  is  pastor,  Clarke 
Venable.  Decatur. 


Babylon.  The  first  was  led  by  Zerub- 
babel  (Ezra  1-6)  and  the  second  under 
Ezra  (Ezra  7-10).  Second,  the  book 
has  a  spiritual  purpose.  This  involv¬ 
ed  a  correcting  of  their  wavering 
spiritual  lives  by  becoming  involved 
in  re-establishing  temple  worship  and 
returning  to  their  covenant  obliga¬ 
tions  to  God.  We  must  remember  that 
the  sacrificial  system  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  temple  was  a  kind  of  a  pas¬ 
sion  i^y  portraying  in  visual  aid  fwm 
the  future  work  of  Jesus  Christ  (cf. 
Heb.  9-10).  When  it  was  correctly  im¬ 
plemented,  it  presented  a  beautiful 
picture  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lamb  of 
God  and  the  priest  of  God  (cf.  John 
1:29;  Heb.  4:14-16). 

'Hus  lesson  tells  of  a  new  beginning 
in  life  for  God’s  people.  We  too  can 
have  a  new  beginning  in  life  for  the 
following  reasohs:  I.  God’s  grace  per¬ 
mits  us  to  return  to  a  new  beginning 
in  life  (1:1-4).  According  to  1:1  (3od 
moved  the  heart  of  the  pagan  king 
Cyrus  to  issue  an  edict  to  rebuild  the 
temple  in  Jerusalem.  'This  is  totally 


due  to  the  grace  of  God  and  shows  the 
sovereign  hand  of  Ck)d  behind  the 
events  of  history. 

'The  return  from  captivity  was  a 
sort  of  a  new  “Exodus”  in  whidi  God 
took  his  enslaved  people  back  to  the 
land  of  promise  In  1:3  we  note  that 
C!yrus  issues  no  command  for  anyone 
to  return.  'This  was  no  legal  thing.  It 
must  be  the  result  of  grace  working 
in  the  soul.  So,  the  source  of  a  new 
beginning  is  God’s  grace 

II.  God’s  grace  produces  in  us  a 
ropiAtMBafor  a  new  beginning  in  life 
(1:5-11).  In  all  about  50,000  returned  to 
Jerusalem  under  the  leadership  of 
Zerubl»bel.  'The  book  of  Elsther  tells 
us  that  God  did  not  take  the  same 
pleasure  in  those  who  remained  as 
those  who  weAt  back  home.  Repen¬ 
tance  resulted  in  a  change  of  life  for 
those  who  returned.  'Die  rebuilding  of 
the  temple  was  the  re-establishing  of 
the  sacrifices  and  the  priesthood 
which  were  shadows  of  the  coming 
Christ,  (cf.  Heb.  10;1). 

III.  God’s  grace  provides  for  us,^ 


restoration  to  a  new  beginning  in  life 
(3:1-13).  A.  By  means  of  a  a  sacrifice 
(3:1-6).  'The  rebuilding  of  the  altar 
(3:2),  and  the  offering  of  the  burnt  of¬ 
ferings  (3:5-6)  were  a  picture  of  the 
future  wwk  of  the  Christ  (cf.  Heb.  10). 
'The  Hebrew  word  “offering”  means 
“to  draw  near  to.”  'Therefore,  by  the 
proper  offering  or  sacrifice  a  person 
draws  near  to  (jod.  B.  By  means  of  a 
sanctuary  (3:7-13).  The  Egyptians 
gave  the  Israelites  the  wealth  to  build 
the  tabernacle.  Ezra  1:4  reveals  that 
those  Jews  who  stayed  in  Babylon 
gave  money  to  build  the  temple.  'This^ 
sanctuary  was  to  be  a  permanent 
residence  for  the  altar  of  God.  It  also 
symbolized  the  place  where  God 
resided.  'This  meant  that  the  people  of 
God  would  be  assured  of  a  continual 
restoration  to  a  new  beginning  in  life. 
All  of  this  is  grace. 

Conclusion.  God  is  often  referred  to 
as  the  (jiod  of  a  “second  chance.”  'This 
results  from  God’s  grace  which  per¬ 
mits  us  to  have  a  new  b^inning  in  life 

McKay  is  pastor,  1st,  Beizoni. 


Christ  is 


f(^ven^  and  thought  he  had  hand!-  C:iirist  and  in  him  alone  that  we  have  estabUsbed  the  church,  Christ  died  for 


ed  it  well.  But  three  more  times  the 
student  asked  for  further 

that  his  sins  could  he  forgiven.  Out  of  enough  to  say  that  JesuSlSii|K  God 
that  experience,  Jones  said,  “There  is  “  ' 
nothing  that  a  man  wants  to  know 
On  only  two  occasions  in  the  record-  _ 

ed  ministry  of  Chnst  does  he  declared  be  forgiven.”  Not  a  lord  <rf  redemption  seen 
a  person^  sins  to  be  forgiven.  The  nrst  alone,  Jesus  also  helps 
was  in  the  home  of  Simon  Peter  in 
Capernaum  (Mark  2:5)  and  the  se¬ 
cond  in  the  home  of  Simon  the 

Pharisee  (Luke  7:48).  In  both  cases,  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ 

the  r«ponse  of  t^  religioiK  leaders  Jefferson  was  president  <rf  the  United  Paul’s  final  statement  about  Christ 

States,  he  was  out  horseback  riding  focuses  on  the  church.  God  is  at  work 
with  friends.  'They  came  upon  a  in  history  through  a  body  of  people 
swollen  river  and  met  a  man  on  foot,  known  and  the  church  and  ruling  over 
'The  man  watched  as  rider  after  rider  .  it  is  Christ  Jesus! 
in  began  to  cross  the  river,  but  when  Jef-  In  a  former  pastorate  the  chairman 
Qirist,  and  in  Christ  alone  “. . .  we  ferson  drew  near,  he  stopped  him  and  of  the  deacons  came  to  me  very 
haw  redemption,  the  foigiveness  of  asked  for  a  ride  to  the  other  side  Jef-  distraught  about  a  statement  made 

ferson  hoisted  him  up  and  they  went  by  a  wealthy  member.  “Pastor,” 
M  Kf*®*  across.  Jumping  down  on  the  other  he  said.  “We  can’t  afford  to  haw  her 

Methodist  missionary-statesman,  side,  the  man  was  stoDoed  bv  friends  upset.  She  has  enough  money  to  buy 

-  - - V - 1  and  sell  the  church  three  times  over.” 

he  was  tapped  on  the  shoulder  chosen  Jefferson.  “I  didn’t  know  he  I  hesitated  and  then  answered, 
^  someone  behind  him.  ’Turning,  he  was  the  president,”  the  man  replied.  “No,  she  doesn’t!  This  church  has 
“<*0  *  young  Japanese  student  who  “Some  people  haw  ‘No!’  faces  and  almdy  been  bou^t  by  the  blood  of 
.  ...  .  .w  .  earnestly  asked  him  to  explain  how  he  some  haw  •¥»!’  faces.  He  had  a  Christ  and  ifk  not  for  sale” 

clout  we  wield,  or  in  the  int^twl  could  be  certain  Ms  sins  were  fcigivea  ‘Yes!’  face  and  thatls  why  I  chose  No  one;  neither  pastor,  deacon.  Sun- 

gymnastics  we  display,  but  in  the  Jones  says  that  he  inditated  a  number  him.”  day  School  teach^  i^lthy  mem- 

“faithing"  awareness  and  obedience  of  scriptures  which  dealt  with  Jesus  is  God%  “yes!”  face  It  is  in  ber  can  ‘bwn”  the  church  Christ 


a  clear  understanding  of  God’s  person  the  church  and  Christ  will  always  be 
assurance  and  purpose  for  his  creation.  It  is  not  Lord  of  the  church.  In  our  behavior 

we  assert  his  place  in  our  lives  and 
Rather,  we  must  state  that  God  is  like  in  our  congr 
Jesus.  As  the  Lord  said  to  Philip  in  McLeod 
more  than  whether  or  not  his  sins  can  John  14:9,  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  Hsttiesbure. 

the  father.”  Jesus’ “Yes!”  fi|ces  p— — ~— 

a  man  ex-  affirms  God’s  concern  for  and  con- 
perience  the  certainty  of  the  tinuing  awareness  of  his  creation.  It 
forgi  wness  of  his  sins.  is  his  statement  that  he  is  Lord  of  and 

'The  L«rd  of  Creation  (vs.  15-17)  Lord  over  that  which  he  has  made 


By  Peter  McLeod  we  give  to  our  claims  that  “Christ  is 

Colossians  1:12-22  Lord.” 

'The  Lord  of  Redemptioa  (vs  12-14) 

During  my  junior  year-  in  college  I 
had  the  privilege  of  lading  music  for 
a  religious  emphasis  week  on  campus. 

'The  late  Kearney  Keegan,-  who  was 
well-known  as  “Mr.  Baptist  Student” 
was  the  featured  speaker. 

One  of  the  most  vivid  memories  I 
have  of  that  week  is  a  sermon  by 

Keegan  on  the  krdship  of  Christ,  In  his  was  the  same — they  questioned  his 
message  he  stated  that  the  next  great  authority  to  forgiw  sins  (Mk  2:6-7- 
revival  in  the  church  would  be  a  Lk.  7:49).  'The  word  that  our  world 
renewed  emphasis  on  and  a  new  needs  to  hear— the  message  the 
awareness  of  (lirist  as  Lord. 'That  con-  church  most  proclaim— is 
cept  so  arrested  and  impressed  me  ~ 
that  over  the  years  I  have  searched  for 
evidences  of  its  fulfillment,  it  is  my  sin”  (Col.  1:14) 
observation  that  where  Christ  is  Lord, 

not  only  in  our  mindsets  but  in  our  _  _ 

lifestyles,  the  spirit  God  is  present  tells  of  preaching  a  crusade  in  Japan  of  the  president  and  aS^v^'hTtad 

with  life-changing  and  energizing  — ' — * - * - j  v 

power. 

As  convinced  Christians,  our  effec 
tiveness  is  not  found  in 


pastor.  First 


